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Yew youd 
~7aun| F the Eternal is anywhere, he must be everywhere, and therefore he is where 
ui B, we are. If Deity speaks at any time, he must be always speaking, and there- 
iy (o) fore he is speaking now. If man has ever been able to interpret the mind 
Nas22} and character of his Maker, he must possess that power today. The Almighty 
speaks not in vapors round the sun but in the signs of the times; not in thunder claps 
but in the sound of gentle stillness. Current experience is a Bible to all who have eyes 
to read and a heart to understand. In the things which men are now suffering and 
achieving and longing for, the heart of the Infinite is being revealed. Events are words 
of the Lord, and in the sequence of events we trace his purposes. The Spirit is today 
speaking to the churches, and he that hath ears to hear, let him hear. In the confusions 
and miseries of the world the eternal Father is calling for a nobler race of men. The 
whole universe is groaning and travailing in pain, waiting for the emergence of a higher 
type of manhood. We men of today are too small to deal with the problems which ¢on- 
front us. We are too weak to carry the burdens which the age has rolled upon us. We 
have village notions when we are called to play a part on a stage wide as this planet. We 
have provincial feelings and are incapable of entering into the wide co-operations which 
are involved in God's plan for mankind. We lack imagination. Our morality is tame. 
Civilization is waiting for men with nobler ideals, broader sympathies, and a more in- 
trepid spirit. Our generation lacks faith, and therefore it is poor in hope. The masses 
are held in the grip of hampering traditions, and many of our leaders are bound hand 
and foot to ideals which belong on the scrap-heap. We persist in thinking like men 
when we ought to be thinking more and more like God. We turn our back on new 
duties, we shrink from sacrifice, we refuse the cross. We dare not risk all for 
the things which are highest. We have hung before us the calendar of a New Year, 
but no year can be new unless it is made by new men. Newness is a quality created 
[ by the Spirit of God in the soul of man, and unless men are born from above the new 
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A New Year’s Message 
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year is but a continuation of the old. It is the Lord of life who is able to say, “Behold, 
I make all things new.” . 





—Charles E. Jefferson. 
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About Folks and Things 


Let us reiterate that there is no other 
denomination in Christendom which ought to 
feel a deeper interest in the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America than our 
own. The Council, in its purest and best 
idea, is a step towards that unity of the 
Church of Jesus Christ for which the Chris- 
tian Church always has stood and still 
stands; and as such a movement, it should 
receive the heartfelt support and co-opera- 
tion of every pastor and every church of our 
denomination. To help forward the Federal 
Council is to help promote the very spirit 
for which our church came into existence. 
Hence we ask a careful study of the reports 
of the Federal Council meeting given by 
some of our brethren who were permitted to 
attend the recent gathering. 


Rev. W. A. Huckell, pastor at Thurston, 
New York, and Miss Florence Saxbury were 
united in marriage on November 18, and 
The Herald and many friends are wishing 
them every happiness. 

An item in the Field News this week tells 
of the very successful manner in which the 
church at Wakarusa, Indiana, Rev. Horace 
G. Halse pastor, handles the problem of the 
week-evening church gatherings. 

We wish to correct a typographical error 
in the obituary which we printed last week 
of Mrs. Ruth Amelia Deniston Sheldon, wife 
of Dr. S. B. Sheldon. Sister Sheldon was 
born May 1, 1844, and nct in 1814. 


Rev. R. A. Whitten, who recently resigned 
the work at the Rose Hill Christian Church, 
Columbus, Georgia, has accepted a most 
promishing field of service at Reidsville, 
North Carolina, succeeding Rev. J. A. Led- 
better in the pastorate there. 

First Church, Fall River, Massachusetts, 
Rev. H. Russell Clem pastor, has for a 
number of years done notable work for the 
Near East and other relief funds. Its offer- 
ing taken on Golden Rule Sunday this year 
amounted to $838, which certainly is a most 
generous gift for such a church. 

The young people’s division of the River- 
dale Christian Church sent a large box of 
Christmas gifts to Rev. M. T. Sorrell for 
distribution among the sixty children at 
Elk Spur, one of our mission schools in the 
mountains of Carroll County, Virginia, 
which was most acceptably received. 

By an oversight in the interesting review 
of “The Competent Church” given last week 
by Dr. Denison, we failed to give the price. 
The book may be had of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association for one dollar, and is 
abundantly worth the price. Many of ou 
pastors and church workers will want it for 
their libraries. 

Center Church, Indiana Miami Reserve 
Conference, recenty closed a three weeks’ 
meeting in which the pastor, Rev. Colum- 
bus C. Tarr, was assisted by Rev. L. C. 
Winn, who did most of the preaching. Ai- 
though there were only three additions, the 





people were made to realize the importance 
of the church in the life of the community. 

The Spencerville Christian Church, Rev. 
John A. Albright, pastor, undertakes to give 
its entire membership a report of all the 
departments of its work every quarter 
through a twelve-page bulletin which con- 
tains a number of splendid things besides 
the statistical reports. Some such method 
of giving information to the church member- 
ship is one of the most important methods 
of successful church activity. 

Rev. Edwin B. Flory, pastor of Riverdale, 
Dayton, preached a series of sermons during 
the month of December on topics connected 
with the Nativity, with varied evening serv- 
ices, including an address by Mrs. Athella 
M. Howsare for the Thank-offering service, 
and a pageant, “The Light of the World,” 
on December 21. A _ beautiful invitation 
card carrying Larolle’s “Adoration of the 
Shepherds” was issued to the homes in the 
community. 

Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, of our Christian 
Education Department, spent Saturday 
evening and Sunday, December 20 and 21, 
with the Windsor Christian Church, Eastern 
Indiana Conference, Rev. N. H. Thornburg 
pastor. A series of revival meetings has 
been in progress with this church, and be- 
sides the regular church services on Sunday, 
a young people’s rally was held in the 
afternoon, also a conference with the local 
leaders in which the formulation of a 
Christian Education program was discussed. 

Our readers will find the calendar handled 
by The Christian Publishing Association and 
advertised in The Herald of late a very 
beautiful production. Besides the appropri- 
ate paintings, there is a scripture verse for 
every day of the year, the memorizing of 
which will be.a source of strength and inspi- 
ration. If some organization in your church 
is not handling these calendars, you should 
send for one for your home—price thirty 
cents. Or better still, you should secure a 
number at the special advertised prices and 
distribute them among your friends. 

Rev. R. G. English, pastor at East Houns- 
field, New York, has done a splendid piece 
of work in bringing about the reopening 
of our Calcium Church, ten miles from his 
home. This church was known for many 
years as Sanfords Corners, but owing to 
changes in the population of the community 
has for a number of years been closed. 
Bro. English is now holding services there 
every Sunday in connection with his other 
work. Miss Flora Cleveland, who sends us 
this word, says that Brother and Sister 
English are doing splendid work in both 
parishes. 

Dr. W. A. Harper, president of Elon 
College and the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Christian Education of the Chris- 
tian Church, has prepared a fine illustrated 
lecture on “The Enterprises of the Chris- 
tian Church.” The illustrations cover a 
wide field of activities of our church in all 
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sections and departments of its work. He 
recently gave the lecture at the First Chris- 
tian Church of Richmond, Virginia, and the 
Richmond papers commented very favorably 
on the presentation of the work. Any church 
will be most fortunate which can arrange 
with Dr. Harper for this lecture. 


Our pastors and churches which are par- 
ticipating in the “Week of Prayer for the 
Churches,” January 4 to January 10, will 
find the schedule of topics and other sug- 
gestions as furnished by the Federal Council 
of Churches on page twenty-two in our issue 
for December 18, together with editorial 
comment in the same issue. Year by year 
this Week of Prayer is becoming a more 
thoroughly established and helpful observ- 
ance of the Church, and we want to urge our 
people to participate in its privileges and 
benefits. Prayer always has been the might- 
iest medium of power in the hands of the 
Church; and while too great emphasis can- 
not be laid upon private prayer, neither 
should the Church fail to recognize the tre- 
mendous cumulative power in the right kind 
of serious group praying. The Week of 
Prayer furnishes an unusual opportunity 
every year to emphasize and demonstrate 
the immeasurable benefits, both to the in- 
dividual and to the Church, of united inter- 
cessory prayer. 

Crown Point, Dayton, Rev. Clark A. Den- 
isor, pastor, reports an exceptionally fine 
Christmas service. “The Shepherds’ Vi- 
sion,” a White Gifts Chirstmas pageant, 
was used, and at its invitation one young 
man came forward and gave his life to 
Christ as he knelt at the foot of the illumi- 
nated cross. A spirit of deepest reverence 
and worship pervaded the entire service, and 
it was pronounced the most effective Christ- 
mas program ever rendered in that commun- 
ity. Another such service of powerful ef- 
fectiveness was that held by the church at 
Pleasant Hill, Rev. R. F. Brown pastor, an 
account of which is given in our Field News. 
This resulted in two conversions and five 
dedications to life recruit work. Doubtless 
many of our other churches which have not 
yet reported held similar services. We wish 
that every church and Sunday-school 
throughout the length and breadth of this 
land might resolve to put on just such a 
Christmas service next year and resolve 
never again to have anything to do with 
the worldly, slap-dash—and often entirely 
irreligious—Santa Claus services which 
have practically ruined the very thought 
and spirit cf Christmas in so many churches 
and Sunday-schools. If there is anything 
in the Church today that is obviously and 
extravagantly out of place, it is the type of 
Santa Claus services which have had such 
a large run of late years. And now while 
we are hearing of these deeply Spirit-filled 
and genuine Christian services in which the 
beautiful story of the Nativity is forcefully 
presented, it is a splendid time for every 
pastor and every Sunday-school superintend- 
ent to resclve that never again will he per- 
mit his school to be misled into using the 
other kind of Christmas service. 
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The Church and Christian Education 


to propagate the Christian gospel, to make converts 

to Christ and to his philosophy of life. This express 
command which he gave to his first disciples was to con- 
tinue to the end of time as the supreme objective of all 
Christian activity. The Church of St. Paul’s day gave 
itself to the business of making converts with an intensity 
that produced marvelous results. Its program was “from 
Jerusalem to the uttermost parts of the earth.” And this 
must be its program now. All its energies must center 
in this superlative aim—‘“to turn men from darkness to 
light and from the power of Satan to God.” Simple right- 
eousness, Christian character, the Christ spirit, is the 
present vital need. The hope of the world is not in an 
economic program, nor in an association of nations how- 
ever inclusive, nor in intellectual supremacy. It is in the 
spirit and aim of Christ in the hearts and lives of the 
people. ; 


HE spread of true religion is an educational process. 

The Kingdom of God in individual lives, in society, 
and among the nations, is a growth. Dr. William Poole, 
president of the World’s Sunday School Association, 
says: “There may be evangelism which is not educational, 
but there can be no Christian education which is not evan- 
gelical. The primary obligation which stands above all 
others is the religious education of its youth. The pri- 
mary enterprise of the Church among childhood and 
youth is Christian education.” The modern dictum that 
“the youth of today are the supreme asset of the Kingdom 
of God and the superb hope of the world,” is exactly true. 
And the Church is under unceasing obligation to train 
its youth in the Christian spirit and purpose. If it can 
mobilize the youth of the world, it can initiate a new re- 
formation as epochal as that which changed the course of 
the world in the Sixteenth Century. It can do far more. 
The youth of the world mobilized for Christ would do ser- 
vice today for vital righteousness unparalleled in human 
history. 

HE present widespread demand for intelligence in 

religion increases the importance of Christian edu- 
cation. Interpretations that were satisfactory a century 
ago are not so now. A reli- 


Te: primary obligation of the Church of Christ is 


ciples of Christ must cling with a deathlike grip, for the 
life of the Church and the salvation of the world hinge on 
it. Among the agencies of Christian education are the 
home, the Church, Christian literature, and the Christian 
college. The college has a most vital relation to leader- 
ship in the everyday walks of life and in its large affairs. 
There is crying need for trained men and women in the 
common places among the multitudes of people. The 
young man with a higher education who lives the life of 
a farmer may render invaluable service to the Kingdom 
of God. The trained young woman who spends her life 
as mistress of a Christian home renders service as dis- 
tinctly Christian as either minister or missionary. Every 
one needs education, not to remove him from his fellows, 
but as preparation to serve in the common ranks. And 
so long as this is true, the Christian college will be the 
indispensable ally of the Church in promoting Christian 
principles and living. 


T is cause for gratitude that our Christian Church rec- 
ognizes the tremendous importance of Christian train- 
ing and is endeavoring to make its educational interests 
more effective by means of unified organization and pro- 
gram. Leaders who dedicate themselves to “Christianiz- 
ing the motives, habits, attitudes, and ideals of children, 
youth, adults, individually and socially,” must be trained 
by all means in the schools if possible, outside them if it 
must be so—but trained at any cost. Only so will it be 
possible for us to touch the margin of the field which is 
rightfully ours and for which we must be held responsible 
at the bar of simple justice. The successes achieved by 
our fathers should inspire us with gratitude and deter- 
mination to meet the conditions of our time as they met 
theirs. The new day to which we have come demands a 
new approach and widely different alignment, and we 
must adjust ourselves accordingly. This is not to say 
that the gospel is new or different. It is not. It is the 
same gospel of Christ, both old and new forevermore. 
But we are coming to see in this modern day that which 
Jesus tried to have his disciples see at the first, that 
Christianity as a blessed fruitage in human lives and af- 
fairs is a growth from seed previously planted and care- 
fully cultivated; that the 








that come out of the musty 
past is impotent in the pres- 


task of today. _ Intelligence 
in faith and action is the 


HE Editor is now on a two months’ leave of absence from 
his work in order that he may take some rest and medical 
treatment that have become imperative. Our readers will 
profit by his absence in that others will write these editorials. srtes 
We.are sorry, however, that the “Trend of Events” will have the Christian nurture of the 
to be discontinued during that time.—The Editor. 
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world constitute the field of 
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that our responsibility for 
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great as any which the hand of God has ever laid on a 
human soul. 


F these things be true, the future usefulness of the 
Christian Church will depend in a large measure on 
the interest and co-operation of the people in its program 
of Christian education and training. Missions, evangel- 
ism, stewardship, and the rest are bound up in this in 
a life and death manner. If it fail, other interest cannot 
succeed, for their very “breath of life’ comes out of the 
field of previous Christian education and training and 
their roots reach back into its soil. Truly the Church of 
Jesus Christ in this modern day must educate in the 

Christian sense, or it must perish. 

F. H. PETERS. 


Clarifying Moral Issues 


WO things stand out distinctly to the observer of 
both history and modern life, and one of these is 
the pronounced disparity between the profession 

of religion and the practice of right living. Practically 
all people are ready to acknowledge their allegiance to 
some form of religion. The census taken in this country 
as to religious affiliation discloses that almost all of the 
population is ready to lay claim to some relationship with 
some form of religion. If man is “incurably religious,” 
he seems content in large proportion to be quite indiffer- 
ent to the relations he sustains to his fellows. Whatever 
may be the case as to other religions, Christianity is es- 
sentially an ethical message. It is more than a code of 
morals, of course, but the great emphasis of Jesus, next 
to his word as to God, was his teaching as to the duty of 
man to man. “Love to neighbor” was the inevitable se- 
quence to “love to God.” “If a man say, I love God and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar” is a plain expression of 
one of the Bible writers. It would be a vastly different 
world if the morals of the world measured up to the pro- 
fession of religion. 

As long as religion is merely a matter of ritual or 
of dogma, it is an easy matter to secure adherents. Ritual 
and dogma are cheap expressions and humanity seems to 
love the “broad way.” While pagan peoples are always 
“very religious” as Paul observed, even in civilized coun- 
tries, the temples of worship with the largest congrega- 
tions are usually those where ritual and dogma predomi- 
nate and the weightier matters are neglected. The con- 
demnations of Jesus were almost always pronounced on 
those who posed as exponents of religion, and his rebukes 
were because these same people were immoral in their re- 
lations with their fellow-men. Church membership prob- 
ably means more of serious living in these days in many 
ways than in the past, but the disparity between church 
profession and Christian living is perhaps the outstand- 
ing tragedy of the day. , 

In this connection there stands out another thing 
which is pathetically serious, and that is the confusion 
that exists on the part of people professing the Christian 
faith as to what is right and true. There is scarcely a 
moral issue of the present day on which church people 
agree. The Federal Council of the Churches has to tread 
very carefully lest it assume a position on which it cannot 
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secure the support of its constituency. Any moral issue 
on which the church people could agree would settle that 
matter for the nation if not for the world. Some church 
organizations are torn apart on the matter of amuse- 
ments. Even on the question of prohibition of the liquor 
traffic, there are a number of church people who oppose 
it as being wrong in principle. The Church in the United 
States is suffering today because of differing attitudes 
on slavery. Where does the Church of the North and the 
Church of the South stand on the Negro question? 
Where does the whole Church stand as to the Japanese? 
In a hearing as to what was clean literature before the 
legislative committee at Albany, New York, ministers 
were on both sides of the question pleading for and 
against. As to the observance of the Sabbath, the use of 
tobacco, and particularly in the present thought, the 
question as to war, it would be impossible to suggest any 
position that would meet with the approval of even active 
church people. One way of dismissing this matter from 
serious consideration is to say that unanimity is not to be 
expected, people cannot be expected to see things alike; 
but if Christianity is vital and righteousness is vital, it 
is difficult to understand how such confusion makes for 
the Kingdom of God, which is a kingdom of peace, of 
equity, of purity, and of fellowship. 

This is to be recognized: Jesus saw things with a 
single eye and without confusion. He was able to recog- 
nize clearly what was evil and what was not. This is one 
of the distinctive features of his temptation experience. 
He discovered the devil in his environment. It must also 
be recognized that in so far as men keep close to Christ 
they will be able to see things in his light, eye to eye with 
him. In him there is no darkness. 

There must be a right way and a true attitude for all 
to take. Christianity is the light for all the world and on 
all matters, and Christian believers are the illuminators, 
the light bearers, the guides out of confusion into order, 
out of strife into peace. Why the confusion with so many 
lamps? When will righteousness measure up to profes- 
sions of religion? G. A. CONIBEAR. 


What Is the Message of the Church? 


HAT does not seem a difficult question. Surely any 
T Christian can answer that without hesitation. Such 

an immediate conclusion seems, however, when 
really faced, overhasty. Ask a dozen church members of 
varying intelligence what the message of the Church is, 
and, if we are not mistaken, there will be more than sur- 
prise at the result. Nay, if we approach a group of min- 
isters, of equally varying degrees of mental power, will 
there be less confusion of idea as to what the message of 
the Church really is? Nor will the result be entirely be- 
yond the range of understanding, for historically the mes- 
sage of the Church has differed under changing condi- 
tions and widely divergent impulses. Moreover Christi- 
anity touches life at every point. There is absolutely 
no phase of existence that escapes its observation and im- 
pact. With such an entirely comprehensive purpose and 
result it is small marvel that the limitations of the human 
mind have seemed to obligate the individual to insist on 
some phase of his faith, to the exclusion of, or, at least, 
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the neglect of other expressions, equally or more impor- 
tant, though he himself has not so understood. 

But is there no possibility, then, of arriving at some 
unity of expression and so harmonizing our presentation 
that we will not leave the world of slower intellectual mo- 
tion and less opportunity of study so much at the mercy 
of imperfectly charted seas? Is there no compass of un- 
varying certitude that swings due north yesterday and to- 
day and tomorrow? For if we are wise we will acknowl- 
edge that the confusion of the Christian message of our 
day has led to uncertainty of appeal and imperfect results. 
Denomination has been set over against denomination, 
faction against faction, individual against individual, and 
more than we would like to acknowledge the message of 
the ministry and the Church has been quite different 
trom the message of Jesus. Jesus dealt with moral sanc- 
tions; we have been far too much concerned with defi- 
nitions of terms. He spoke of personal relationships; we 
have spent our time interpreting ideas. He took his dis- 
ciples back to bedrock principles; we have too frequently 
forgotten the principle in our desire to “do” things, to 
keep “busy.” Jesus was social, racial; we have been in- 
dividualistic, and to that degree selfish and so unchris- 
tian. 

But it happens in our time also. As ever there have 
been many who have realized a larger gospel, and they 
have sincerely endeavored to voice their experience in 
simple terms, often far-removed from the complex “sys- 
tems” of theology that have characterized the progressive 
revealings and new interpretation of the message of 
Jesus. Hence the confusion and the bitter recrimination 
of our own time, and the conduct that can on no compre- 
hensible Christian basis be defended. It is not so impor- 
tant that men should die defending some cherished doc- 
trine as that they should give their lives in love for 
others. It is true Christ came into the world to declare 
the truth; but the truth he did declare was that love was 
of God and he who would love God must love his brother 
also. To that one thing the Church of Christ must cleave. 
It may very well be that in the progress of the race some 
truths will be overemphasized and some will be sub- 
merged; but the one great truth that cannot be too much 
sought and taught, or that cannot be lost sight of without 
the destruction of religion and men with it, is that we 
must love. Nothing is so near like God as that, and no- 
thing is so vital as that. Without it the world is a chaos, 
the universe unmoral if not immoral, the Christian faith 
an illusion, and the future darkness beyond compare. 

This, then, stripped of the accumulated conception and 
verbiage of the centuries, is the message of religion at its 
best. Jesus summed it up in the words of the young man 
who came to him and asked the way to eternal life. “How 
readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy god with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy 
neighbor as thyself. And Jesus said unto him, Thou 
hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.” There 
is no possibility of doubt here, or, it would seem, inter- 
pretation beyond that which lies on the surface. To love 
God and to love man is the way to eternal (which is only 
another way of saying God’s) life. 
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What, then, has Christianity to add to this? Simply a 
new revealing of the old truth? That it undoubtedly 
gave. But Jesus added this: You cannot love God and 
man as you should do in your own strength. I live and I 
am going to be with you as your friend, constant, abiding, 
to give you power to realize your desire. There is not 
space here to enter into the philosophical difficulties that 
arise. We are simply dealing with facts of known ex- 
perience, without undertaking explanation. This is the 
simple, universal saving message of the Church, for our 
time and all time: The living Christ will be a friend to 
every one who seeks to love God and man, giving him all 
power to attain the end of his desire, and this life, made 
possible through the abiding friendship of Christ, is the 
endless life of God. W. G. SARGENT. 


Dealing With the Heart 


O more important matter is before the churches and 
N membership of the Christian denomination at this 

time than that of the offering to be made this month 
for the work of the General Convention. This offering 
is to carry forward the executive work of the Christian 
denomination. When any organization cripples its exec- 
utive department, the result is felt to the last extremity 
of that organization. We shall say in our January offer- 
ing whether we want our Christian Church to function 
or not; whether we shall perform our mission or not. 


When we reduce the executive department budget of 
any organization below a reasonable minimum, when we 
cut until it bleeds, then we cripple our work. God pity 
us if we do that now. The space of this brief message 
will not allow a survey of the multitude of ramifications 
carried on by the General Board, and its Executive Board, 
of the Christian Church. It has as many points of con- 
tact, as many duties, as many lines of work as any of the 
large denominations. Unless one is in close touch with 
our official and executive offices he has scarcely any idea 
of the number, the kind, the responsibility, of a denomina- 
tion’s executive activities. 


The writer is not a member of the Executive Board 
of the General Convention. Six years ago he was called 
by the church to take up the direction of a temporary 
task, the office of Superintendent of its Forward Move- 
ment. This duty brought him to our headquarters. In 
these years, as an outsider as regards the executive, he 
has had wide opportunity to study every department and 
its management. He does not hesitate to say that the ex- 
ecutive work of the Christian Church has been greatly 
hindered and crippled because of too small executive 
budgets. He could easily name a dozen instances where 
by trying to make one dollar do the work of two dollars 
we have failed to fulfill our God-given responsibility. One 
example will suffice when I say that the Christian Church 
is the loser when its president can only be employed for 
one-half time for lack of funds. That would not be so far- 
reaching if it were but a local church, or your family or 
mine, but it is a whole denomination with a distinct mis- 


sion in this very day. WARREN H. DENISON 
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The Council’s Organization 


BY REY. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 


HE Federal Council of the Churches of 

Christ in America, like all other living 
things, has outgrown its original organiza- 
tion. The Council was organized in 1905, 
and, while the purpose of the original organ- 
ization remains the same, a new constitu- 
tion became necessary in order to meet the 
enlarged service the Council is rendering 
and the increased responsibilities of its ex- 
istence. It is now a legally incorporated 
body under the laws of the State of New 
York. Under the new constitution the Coun- 
cil will be governed exactly as it was under 
the old, except that it now has more power 
as a corporate body in the matter of prop- 
erty rights, and the Administrative Com- 
mittee is given certain duties which hereto- 
fore belonged to the Executive Committee. 
The reason for this change is that the Ad- 
ministrative Committee meets monthly, 
while the Executive Committee meets annu- 
ally. 

While the Council is democratic in charac- 
ter and in spirit, it has been deemed wise to 
appoint a business committee at each quad- 
rennial session, to which all matters of busi- 
ness, all communications, resolutions, ‘re- 
quests, etc., should be referred for consid- 
eration, before coming to the Council for 
final disposition. It was recognized at At- 
lanta that at the next quadrennial session 
larger opportunities be provided for discus- 
sion from the floor. 

The Council maintains two general offices, 
one in New York City, and one in Washing- 
ton, D. C. A western office was established 
in Chicago, in 1921. It is through these 
general offices that the Council carries on 
its work throughout the year, and in almost 
every country of the world. 

The organization includes commissions on 
almost every phase of interdenominational, 
international, and interracial subjects and 
conditions, and with their submissions and 
committees touch and interrelate and co-or- 
dinate quite all other organizations of like 
character and purpose, so that the Council 
becomes the center of a far-reaching circle 
of efficient servants, doing work in the King- 
dom of God. Among the Commissions the 
writer recalls— 


The Commission on Council of Churches. 

The Commission on Evangelism and Life Recruits. 

The Commission on The Church and Social Service. 

The Commission on Temperance. 

The Commission on Church and Race Relations. 

The Commission on International Justice and Good- 
will. 

The Commission on Relations with Churches in 
Europe. 

The Commission on Relations with the Eastern 
Churches. 

The Commission on Christian Education. 

The Department of Research and Education. 


The Christian Church has had member- 
ship on the following-named commissions 
during the past quadrennium, and is reason- 
ably sure that the same will be continued 
through the ensuing one— 


Vice-President—Rev. F. G. Coffin, 

Administrative Committee—Rev. W. H. Hainer, 37 
Myrtle Ave., Irvington, N. J. 

Executive Committee—Rev. J. O. Atkinson, Elon Col- 
lege, N. C., Rev. Martyn Summerbell, Lakemont, 


nm. Y. 

Washington Committee—Irving W. Hitchcock, 801 
Allison St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 

General Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains— 
Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, 109 S. Bradford St., Dover, 
Del, Pres. W. A. Harper, Elon College, N. C., Rev. 
O. S. Thomas, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. 

Commission on Evangelism and Life Service—Rev. 
Ernest D. Gilbert, 4 College Pl., Defiance, Ohio, 
Rev. McD. Howsare, 1585 N. Euclid Ave., Dayton, 
Ohio, Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, 109 S. Bradford St., 
Dover, Del., Rev. Leon E. Smith, Norfolk, Va. 

Commission on Temperance—Rev. P. S. Sailer, 241 
E. 32d St., Brooklyn, N. Y 

Commission on Relations With France and Belgium— 
oo Carlyle Summerbell, 815 Concert St., Keokuk, 
owa. 

Commi on Relati With Religious Bodies in 
salina R. Beach, 1028 Sanford Ave., Irvington, 





The administrative and executive cost is 
limited by vote of the Council to $300,000. 


This sum is apportioned among the twenty- 
nine denominations now holding membership 
in the Council. The Christian Church is 
asked to give $1,000 a year. 

At the quadrennial meeting held in At- 
lanta, Georgia, December 3-9, Rev. S. 
Parkes Cadman, of New York, was elected 
president, and Rev. Rivington D. Lord, of 
New York, was for the fifth time elected sec- 
retary. Alfred R. Kimball, who had served 
as treasurer from the beginning, declined 
reelection and Mr. Frank H. Mann, of New 
York, was elected. 

For service during the session of the meet- 
ing at Atlanta, Rev. F. G. Coffin was a 
member of the Business Committee; Rev. W. 
W. Staley of the Committee on Necrology; 
and the writer was a member of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. Dr. W. A. Harper, 
president of Elon College, was on the regu- 
lar program. 

We are among the smaller denominations 
in the Council; we pay one thousand dol- 
lars towards the three hundred thousand 
dollars used in the work of the Council; we 
have five members in the Council, and three 
of them served on committees during the 
late session. 


The Real Strength of the Church 


BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, A. M., D. D. 


HE emphasis placed upon any aspect of 

the Church’s life by an organization as 
fully representative as the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, in- 
cluding twenty-nine denominations and 
thirty million constituents, cannot be re- 
garded as of incidental significance. The 
Council, particularly in its quadrennial ses- 
sions, is in the foundation-laying business. 
It then brings to the forefront those things 
which are the teaching of experience and 
careful examination in church operation and 
world needs. The emphasis of these gath- 
erings is upon basic and fundamental needs 
involving the Church’s mission and pro- 
gram. 


The Council at its fifth quadrennial meet- 
ing in Atlanta, December 3-9, was, in the 
judgment of the writer, the most courageous 
that has yet been held. Its pronouncements 
on war, racial discrimination, international 
attitude, and all other questions was clear 
and unmistakable. It was an earnest pur- 
suit after our Lord’s way of life, with no 
disposition to accept any substitute. The 
Council sought the motivation of the whole 
program in both its conception and opera- 
tion in the will of God. 


I do not think any previous quadrennial 
meeting of the Council has so stressed the 


divine resources as the greatest item in the 
Church’s assets. Perhaps the extraordinary 
war-time session in Washington most near- 
ly approached this attitude, but this was 
for a specialized purpose—the need for di- 
vine guidance in an impenetrable world-war 
situation. The quest at Atlanta was for the 
same great blessing, but as applying to all 
that the Church is to feel, think, teach, and 
do. The opening devotional service the first 
day by Dr. Robert E. Speer, based on the 
fourth chapter of Ephesians, placed first 
value on the Divine resources for the 
Church’s strength. Each succeeding devo- 
tional period carried the same emphasis un- 
diminished. 

A thirty minute address was given by a 
different speaker at twelve o’clock each day 
under the general theme of “The Call to 
Personal Religion.” The separate addresses 
under this title were, “Faith in God,” “Loy- 
alty to Christ,” “Spiritual Sovereignty 
Through Prayer,” “Personal Religion and 
Public Righteousness,” and “The Source of 
Power in the Church.” Other addresses of 
the Council exalted the same theme in va- 
rious ways and from many angles. 

Among many utterances of a like kind, 
the statement of policy which is the Coun- 
cil’s pronouncement to the world declares: 
“We need to deepen the consecration of those 
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who are already Christian. There is no 
greater need today than a more vivid con- 
sciousness of the presence of God and a 
fresh experience of his power to renew and 
transform.” “Jesus Christ is Lord. We 
know of no one and of nothing, of no in- 
terest and no relationship, over which his 
Lordship does not extend.” 

This note of the necessity of divine per- 
meation in spirit and plan struck the at- 
tention of our host, Atlanta. A stirring edi- 
torial in one of the dailies pointed it out. 


The attitude of the Council expressed 
through its official deliverances, its plat- 
form utterances from among the greatest 
men of our day in both Church and state, 
and the manner of its deliberations, attest 
the faith of the American Church that 
through the power of God rather than the 
efficiencies of human agencies must come her 
greatest strength. Corollary to this is the 
necessity for the constant seeking of divine 
guidance and strengthening of the whole 
Church for all her tasks. 


The Church and the Community 


BY REV. J. O. ATKINSON, D. D. 


HE Federal Council, in its recent session, the year. 


spoke in no uncertain terms of the bless- 
ings and benefits accruing to a community 
when the churches of that community unite 
on a progressive program. The wicked 
waste of the churches, not only of money, 
but of energy and opportunity, when they 
operate in competition rather than in co- 
operation for community betterment, was 
emphasized. The spirit of co-operation is 
developing; and no unit or group should feel 
the impact of this spirit more intensely and 
more helpfully than the community. The 
churches have magnified their differences 
long enough—to the everlasting hurt of 
Protestantism. The hour has struck when 
they must magnify the things on which they 
agree. 

The community needs no sectarian or de- 
nominational righteousness to lift it to the 
high level of Christian living and activity. 
It needs that righteousness which is of God 
and is incarnate in his Son. To make this 
righteousness articulate in the community, 
in the individual lives of the people of the 
community, is the superlative task, not of a 
denomination, but of Christendom. 

One came away from the Federal Council 
meeting feeling that the day of the “one 
Sunday” or “two Sundays” a month preach- 
ing in the community was over, or was 
doomed. The people are demanding—the 
lives, labors, activities of the individuals of 
the community are demanding—something 
more of their preacher and of their pulpit 
than that of a sermon, whether delivered 
once or twice or thrice per month. That is 
not sufficient, and cannot and will not con- 
trol for good the thought and activities of 
the community. In the onward sweep and 
progress of our age, educationally, in- 
dustrially, morally, spiritually, the Church 
has a greater task on its hand than that of 
holding a preaching service occasionally, 
however good and wholesome that preaching 
service may be. The people of the com- 
munity are demanding more of their church 
than this. They are willing to invest their 
money and their lives in an institution or an 
enterprise that is active, aggressive, and 
uplifting; but not willing to invest their 
life and their money in an enterprise or 
an institution that is idle about ninety-nine 
one hundredths of the time, vacant, empty, 
unoccupied, save for a few brief periods of 


The church of the present faces 

the fact that it must train the young and 
lead the youth to Christ, that it must have 
a hand and heart in shaping the activities 
of the community and in making real con- 
tributions to the life and usefulness, to the 


joy and service of the community. The 
church is engaged in soul saving and to 
make the soul safe for Christ and the King- 
dom, the entire individual must be Chris- 
tianized. 

“What? Know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own?” 

The whole Church must unite in its efforts 
to save the whole man, soul, mind, and body. 
This is the task of the Church today, this 
is the demand on the Church. In many 
communities the churches are united in a 
program of progress for the community in 
all that pertains to the salvation of the 
community to the development and the 
betterment of the community. This is the 
spirit of the Master as the Church is called 
upon to interpret him today. At any rate, 
this was the idea kept in the foreground of 
the discussion of this all-important topic 
at the great session of the Federal Council. 


Racial and International Problems 
BY REV. MARTYN SUMMERBELL, D. D. 


HE recent session of the Federal Council 

of Churches, was the most inspiring and 
satisfactory in its history. The delegates 
from the various denominations seemed 
more generally to comprehend the scope of 
the Council, and to enjoy the breadth of its 
fellowship. 

It has been assigned to the writer to re- 
port respecting Racial and International 
Problems, as related to the Atlanta session. 
These concerned particularly the Colored 
Problem in the United States, and the re- 
lations of America with Japan growing out 
of the action of the last Congress, and the 
general attitude of the country in respect to 
war. 

The question of the colored people was 
discussed by prominent speakers, including 
(— } 

AT THE GATE 
Lt up your heads, unfold, ye doors; 
Be lifted up, ye gates! 


Before the New Year’s portal now 
The King of glory waits. 








The gray dawn breaks; the new day 
wakes; 
The bells of New Year ring. 
Throw wide the gateway of the year 
And welcome in the King. 


Love is the banner over him, 
Peace is his gift to men. 
Lift high your heads, ye New Year's 
gates, 
And let your King come in. 
—Selected. 
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Dr. M. Ashby Jones of Atlanta, Bishop 
Reese of Georgia, and Bishop Clements of 
Kentucky. All of these gentlemen, and oth- 
ers also, paid tribute to the late Mr. John 
J. Eagan, of Atlanta, who had been a leader 
in bringing about a better feeling between 
the two races in the South. From the sev- 








eral addresses it was apparent that con- 
siderable progress has been made in the in- 
crease among the white people of sympa- 
thy for the colored population, and in the 
lessening of suspicion and fear among the 
colored folk. As to the disturbed condition 
in industrial centers in the North, where 
there has been a marked immigration of 
colored people, it was suggested that the lo- 
cal churches could do much in the way of 
allaying differences that might arise. 

The Japanese problem was one of the 
most difficult presented to the Council. Two 
brethren from Japan gave addresses and 
spoke with great restraint, applauding the 
help America had given after the earth- 
quake, and yet making it clear that the 
heart of Japan was wounded, not by exclu- 
sion of her citizens, but by the manner in 
which it was done. Dr. Speer, the retiring 
president, read a letter from the Hon. Cy- 
rus E. Woods, our former ambassador to 
Japan, in which that gentleman deprecated 
the recent Exclusion Act as “an interna- 
tional disaster of the first magnitude, a dis- 
aster to American diplomacy in the Far 
East, a disaster to American business, a 
disaster to religion and the effective work 
of our American churches in Japan.” The 
Council appreciated the depth of Japanese 
feeling, and hopes that President Coolige 
and Secretary Hughes, who are familiar 
with the whole question, may be able to ad- 
just the matter to the satisfaction of both 
nations. 

The most prominent question discussed in 
the Council was the attitude of the Church 
toward war. The Hon. W. J. Bryan, Dr. 
Clayton Morrison of The Christian Century, 
Dr. Speer of the Council, Gov. Sweet of 
Colorado, and Justice Florence E. Allen of 
the Supreme Court of Ohio, discussed this 
topic at length. Mr. Bryan’s address was 
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the more popular, but the most practical 
suggestions were given by the woman, the 
Justice from Ohio. Her proposition was for 
the United States to address other nations 
at once, declaring that America would not 
engage in aggressive warfare, and seeking 
to arrange by treaty with other nations one 
by one, each party stipulating to submit 
any differences that might arise to arbitra- 


tion. This course would bring results — 


promptly, while to attempt any general 
agreement at first would be attended with 
great delay. The temper of the Council was 
clearly in favor of the outlawry of war; 
and the influence the Council will exert in 
favor of peace will have a wide and lasting 
effect, not only in America, but also upon 
the international mind. 


The Crisis of Protestantism in Europe 
BY REY. W. H. DENISON, D. D. 


NE could not help but be wonderfully 

impressed with the value, power, and 
far-reaching service of the Federal Council, 
as he listened to the messages sent to the 
Federal Council from every Protestant sec- 
tion of the world. 

These were followed later in the program 
by the report of the Commission on Rela- 
tions With Religious Bodies in Europe, by 
Bishop James Cannon, Jr. 

Rev. Adolph Keller, Zurick, Switzerland, 
Secretary of the Central Bureau for Relief 
of the Evangelical Churches of Europe 
spoke on “The Present Crisis in European 
Protestantism.” 

Professor Julius H. Richter, of the Uni- 
versity of Berlin, spoke on “The Religious 
Situation in Germany Today.” 

Archbishop Panteleimon, of Jerusalem, 
brought a splendid message of appreciation. 
Dr. Chauncey W. Goodrich served as inter- 
preter. Dr. Goodrich, a representative of 
the Protestant churches of France brought, 
a vivid description of Protestant conditions 
there. 


“Protestantism in Europe is fighting with 
its back to the wall. So tremendous and 
effective are the assaults directed against 
its culture and teachings that a total ex- 
tinction of the work of Luther and Calvin 
begins to loom as a grave responsibility in 
the near future,” was the burden of Dr. 
Goodrich’s message. Thousands of pastors 
and others engaged in Christian work are 
suffering hunger and privation. Pastors, 
professors, all kinds of social workers, their 
families, deaconesses—all are facing des- 
perate conditions. Many are near starva- 
tion, others reduced in state of health. 

Protestant pastors are compelled to work 
at manual labor to get a living, thus having 
to neglect their churches. Many of them 
have no shoes, and have had no new clothes 
for years. In many instances their wives 
are breaking down in health. More than 
eighty institutions of a philanthropic char- 
acter have had to close lately. Parishes 
have had to close their parish houses. 
Churches cannot hold their assemblies be- 
cause delegates cannot afford to attend. In 
some sections the churches were destroyed 
by the war, and there are no funds with 
which to rebuild. Endowments of churches 
and other institutions were lost. New 
boundaries have left isolated groups of 
Protestants in the midst of alien lands with 
hostile legislation. Schools are closed, and 


the depreciated currency has greatly injured 
Christian institutions. Hospitals, orphan- 
ages, and other philanthropic institutions 
having lost their endowments, are compelled 
to close. Three hundred religious publica- 
tions have had to suspend. Pastors’ sal- 
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aries have been reduced in some countries 
to two dollars per month and hundreds of 
them are working long hours in mines or 
factories. 

European countries are doing their best 
to aid. Pastors and workers are showing 
heroic faith and loyalty. There is no other 
way out except for Protestants of America 
to help and help generously. Any such 
help from our people should be sent through 
the office of Dr. J. F. Burnett. 

Dr. J. I. Vance says that Protestants 
must do team work to save the world. He 
suggests three lines of co-operation: a, 
Money to save from insolvency; b, Religious 
education among the children; c, Furnish 
new leadership. 

The commission of the Federal Council is 
rendering every aid possible and American 
churches are assisting; but there must be 
much greater aid given, and quickly. 


Twelve International Movements 


Number Two—Prohibition, a World Necessity and Possibility 
BY REV. R. F. BROWN, M. A. 


sonal life or organized society is the 

great prohibitive movement known as 
prohibition, which is social, ethical, moral, 
and spiritual in its bearing upon life and 
involves many phases of business, govern- 
ment, and religion. It is perfectly clear 
that the impetus of the method and message 
of prohibition has brought about the crystal- 
lization of sentiment for its observance, 
with special reference to the Eighteenth 
Amendment and the Volstead Act, which 
is vital to civilization. It is also evident 
that the work of the prohibition forces of 
America is responsible for an achievement 
which is nothing less than marvelous and 
which will eventually prove to be a vitaliz- 
ing force in every nation under the sun. 


ALU 
NEW YEAR 
[KE a blank page of paper white 


The new year comes for me to write 
My thoughts, my deeds, my hopes, my fears, 
And solemnly my spirit hears 
Life’s silver chimes. Does it obey? 

And think and see beyond today? 
Too soon, too soon, the paper's scratched, 
And with one fault another’s matched, 
Regrets are written by the score, 
Mistakes again as e’er before 
Deface the page. Then is this all? 
And will no good to me befall? 
Ah, no, the blurred, disfigured page 
In no way does my progress gauge, 
For my assumptions rise from these 
To heights where my Creator sees 
The thoughts from tangled acts set free, 
The plan to which he has the key. 
And hope and love, his beacons bright, 
Lead on through shadows to his light. 
Just as the poem first begun 
Is marred and scratched before it’s done, 
So my corrected, crossed life here 
A poem one day may appear. 
—Mrs. W. T. Reid, in 
Nashville Christian Advocate. 
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Q= of the greatest movements in per- 





The prohibition law is so completely in 
harmony with the social ethical, moral, 
commercial, and spiritual impulses of the 
American people that it can be nullified 
just about as easily as the law of gravita- 
tion can be nullified. Of course the law is 
violated; but he who violates the law of 
gravitation does not nullify it. The prohibi- 
tion movement did not spring up over night. 
It is the fruitage of a hundred years of 
work, prayer, agitation, organization, edu- 
cation, and legislation. It is the crystallized 
result of public opinion, which in the last 
analysis is the basic principle in a democ- 
racy. The prohibition movement, which is 
the greatest experiment of this nation, went 
the rounds in the Senate and House of 
Representatives, finding expression in a 
resolution which was adopted by the Sen- 
ate August 1, 1917, and by the House De- 
cember 17, 1917. The House adopted the 
Amendment by a vote of 282 to 28 and the 
Senate by a vote of 65 to 20. It was then 
submitted to the legislatures of the several 
States for ratification. By January 16, 
1919, thirty-six of the forty-eight States 
had ratified the Amendment and it was 
then proclaimed by the Secretary of State 
and thus became an integral part of our 
Constitution one year later. A little later 
ten other States ratified the Amendment, 
making a total of forty-six States to ratify. 
The total vote in the lower houses of the 
State legislatures ratifying the Amendment 
was 3,782 votes for and 1,035 votes against 
it, or 75.5 percent affirmative. The total 
votes in the senates of these legislatures 
was 1,310 for it, and 237 against it, or 84.6 
percent affirmative. I recite these figures 
to remind the reader that the Amendment is 
the expression of the will of the people of 
America. It is crystallized public opinion. 
This is perfectly clear by reason of the fact 
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that the forty-six States ratifying the 
Amendment represent 98.2 percent of the 
people of America. In the face of these 
facts who can truthfully say that the pro- 
hibition Amendment does not represent the 
will of the people? The proposition does 
not justify further argument on that point. 

The sanctity and worthwhileness of this 
law are beyond question. If in our present 
form of democracy we accept law as the 
crystallized sentiment and public opinion of 
the majority, and if sentiment and personal 
opinion are held as sacred possessions, it 
follows then that there is a certain sanctity 
of the law which must be guarded. The 
sentiments of the American people, or any 
people, are valuable, and they determine the 
contents of statutory law. If we are to 
maintain our democracy, the minority must 
submit to the will of the majority. Disre- 
gard for the crystallized will of the ma- 
jority is the first step toward anarchy. Yet 
in the face of this fact we have in this 
country hundreds of men who will violate 
any law ever written into the Constitution 
if that law proposes to control their conduct 
and regulate their business. These people 
will not only violate the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment and the Volstead Act—which is simply 
the machinery for the enforcement of the 
Amendment—but they will violate any law 
that is calculated to intercept their ne- 
farious business or run counter to their 
will. And just because there are certain 
people in this country who continue to vio- 
late the law, the argument is current that 
the law should be nullified or amended. But 
this worthwhile public opinion which has 
found expression in the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment, and these fine sentiments which have 
found expression in the statutory provision 
which is the only safeguard to the Amend- 
ment, will never be nullified or modified in 
order that the violators may continue to 
make and sell and buy and drink whisky 
with perfect impunity. Neither will the law 
be modified so that the people may make 
and drink light wines or beer. Such an act 
would aggravate the trouble. If the 
violators cannot be brought to justice under 
the existing law which gives the officers all 
the authority they need, how can the vio- 
lators be brought to justice under a modified 
law? The absurdity of such an argument 
is seen without effort. 

It is really surprising how some good 
people are being deceived into thinking that 
it is absolutely necessary to modify or nulli- 
fy the prohibition law in order to save the 
sanctity of the law. It is also beyond com- 
prehension how some people bemoan the 
violation of the prohibition law and at the 
same time advocate the modification of the 
law so that the violation may be less diffi- 
cult and punishment less possible. Such 
people, although they may not know it, are 
classed with the lawless in their demand 
that the law be modified, and that the only 
way to preserve the sanctity of the law is 
to amend it to suit their needs. There are 
many people who seem to forget that the 
sanctity of the law is essential to the moral- 


ity of the nation. Just as a nation cannot 
exist half slave and half free, so a nation 
cannot exist half drunk and half sober, half 
lawful and half lawless. And to raise the 
question as to the possibility of enforcing 
the prohibition law is to breed lawlessness 
and crime. Every law must be enforced, 
whether it be a good law or a bad law, so 
long as it remains a law. This is absolutely 
imperative if we are to maintain our nation- 
al solidarity and moral integrity. 

Morality is not made possible by legisla- 
tion. That is perfectly plain. Goodness is 
not and never will be a question of legisra- 
tion. But it is a matter of transformation 
and education. It must be admitted, on the 
other hand, that reformation may be and 
often is brought about by legislation—not 
simply by resolution. Some people resolve 
to be good and do good, but there is no in- 


centive in a resolution and no deterrent. 
There are thousands of people who never 
reform until the solidified sentiments of the 
people and the public opinion of the ma- 
jority are so strong against them that they 
know that the people demand that they re- 
form and begin to do right. It is not diffi- 
cult for a person to learn that he cannot 
long maintain himself in the community if 
he continues to violate public opinion and 
transgress public sentiment. He soon makes 
of himself an outcast. And those who ob- 
serve his action soon learn that disrespect 
for one law breeds contempt for all law; 
and therein is one of the finest points in 
favor for the prohibition law. It has made 
good citizens out of thugs and disrespectful 
people. 

I am willing to grant without argument 

(Continued on page twenty-one) 


New Year’s Milestones 
BY MISS MARY BRADLEY 


E have just reached another milestone, 

and are passing it quickly. Many who 
are young pass it joyously. For them the 
great highway has an endless array of 
milestones stretching into the distance so 
far that they vanish, one by one, from sight 
and many yet remain unseen. Imaginative 
joys are associated therewith in the minds of 
youth. In fact, youthful joy reaches above 
and beyond any visible or invisible milestone. 
That is youth. That is a heavenly provi- 
sion, anticipated by young people for happi- 
ness throughout life’s journey. 


As we reach middle age many milestones 
have vanished. 


They, too, have afforded 


IO 


NEW YEAR’S THOUGHTS 


Let us walk softly, friend; 
For strange paths lie before us, all untrod. 
The new year, spotless from the hand of God, 
Is thine and mine, O friend! 





Let us walk straightly, friend; 
Forget the crooked paths behind us now. 
Press on with steadier purpose on our brow, 
To better needs, O friend! 


Let us walk gladly, friend; 
Perchance some greater good than we have 
known 
Is waiting for us, or some fair hope flown 
Shall yet return, O friend! 


Let us walk humbly, friend; 
Slight not the heart’s-ease blooming round 
our feet; 
The laurel blossoms are not half so sweet, 
Or lightly gathered, friend. 


Let us walk kindly, friend; 
We cannot tell how long this life shall last, 
How soon these precious years be overpast; 
Let love walk with us, friend. 


Let us walk kindly, friend; 
Work with our might while lasts our little 


stay, 
And help some halting comrade on the way! 
And may God guide us, friend! 


—Lillian Gray, in The Young Idea. 
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pleasure after pleasure, making the years a 
delightful succession of happy periods. But 
the milestones are fewer. Many have van- 
ished and the end will soon be in view. The 
remaining stones will be passed more slow- 
ly; with less vigor and joy, but with a sense 
of greater responsibility resting upon us to- 
ward the conduct of our own lives and those 
who are passing along the same great high- 
way. 

Life then seems no mere dream of world- 
ly pleasure, of fleeting joys. Its purpose 
has become serious, something to be anx- 
iously thought out, something given to us to 
be developed spiritually, given to us for the 
uplifting of mankind generally. So at mid- 


day in passing the milestones, we have no 


longer the light inspirations of youth, but 
the clearer vision of experience. 

And now, in old age, all the milestones are 
nearly passed. The end is in sight. Expe- 
rience and the flight of years have added 
more insight into the knowledge of things 
eternal. Our spiritual vision is very clear; 
our hope of a lie beyond is made sure. We 
see the never-ending succession of milestones 
in the eternal, heavenly world, and feel that 
again the inspirations of youth will be ours. 

We have reached contentment; we know 
the meaning of love. Spiritual insight has 
entered our souls and minds, and we rest 
from our labors assured of a heavenly Fa- 
ther’s care surrounding us. We think of 
the Twenty-third Psalm and are happy. 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my scul: he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my 
eup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever. 

May the Lord God of All give us a peace- 
ful entering in through the heavenly gates. 

Belmont, Massachusetts. 
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At Prayer Time 


To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.—Luke 4:19. 

5 

The essential outlook of Christianity is 
toward an optimistic future. Such a fu- 
ture is not necessarily something far away. 
Rather it is something that is already at 
hand to such an extent that all the days 
ahead are given reality. 

Jesus and his message is the greatest 
witness to this. Nothing in his ministry 
violates the outlook which he first an- 
nounced. Even when the task grew hard- 
er, and when danger became imminent, he 
still insisted that on the other side of the 
struggle there were peace and realization. 
To him, it seems, the whole meaning of the 
present was an opportunity to do or tosay 
something that would mean a larger bles- 
sedness in the coming days. 

Some of the parables illustrated this 
nicely. There is the parable of the sower. 
A man, if he would sow good seed, would 
reap a happy harvest. Some of the seed 
would fall on beaten paths and not have 
opportunity to germinate. Some other of the 
seed would fall into thin soil or among 
thorns and brambles and would therefore 
not bring forth any return for the sowing. 
But it would also be true that some seed 
would fall on good ground; it would bring 
forth. That was as certain as anything 
in life. And the application was that a well- 
lived life, a character that was built on poli- 
cies of doing good, or a spiritual life that 
was friendly and reverent, would bring a 
harvest, too. 

0 


“Speak a shade more kindly 
Than the year before; 
Pray a little oftener, 
Love a little more; 
Cling a little closer 
To the Father’s love; 
Life below shall liker grow 
To the life above.” 


om) 

Christianity makes life a sublime experi- 
ence because life has before it, as far as we 
can now foretell, an indefinite progress. 
Probably there is nothing that stands out 
clearer in modern understanding of life than 
this. And there is much that modern learn- 
ing has revealed to further aid such a faith. 
We have physically, as well as spiritually, 
come from vast eras. The past has led up 
to our day. Some of the ages have been cus- 
tom bound; in some, the quality of life seems 
to have receded; but the one characteristic 
of the past is that life has grown, and in 
some eras the human spirit has especially 
enlarged. 

This enlargement—growth—of the human 
spirit represents our present day. It must 
be a dismal soul that does not see in our 
present century a marked clearing of spir- 
itual atmospheres. Even with our blood- 
shed and our hate, we are now in a day when 
there is a greater harvest of high ideals 


~ than thé world has ever known. The strug- 


gles are not all past, it may be. But surely 
the Christian soul must have a greater con- 
fidence than before in the attitude of Jesus 
—that beyond the struggle there is ultimate 
triumph. 

a 


We are entering upon the last year of 
the first quarter of this century. We may not 
not know what gains may be added to our 
moral advance or to our spiritual posses- 
sions in the coming twelve months. The 
year that is now past has left its contribu- 
tion; and there is no reason to doubt but 
that the new year will bring its victories 
also. 


But the real thrill that comes as we go 


if 5) 


How blind those souls who will not 
choose to see 
God’s greater glories in the now and 
here! 
Who mourn the passing of fair Galilee, 
The mystic wonders of some ancient 








year, 
Who hail the fresh today but with a 
tear! 
In distant times, they say, men wor- 
shiped God 
With humble hearts, and knelt in 
prayer sincere, 
But now, forsooth! they spurn his 
chastening rod, 
And scorn to walk the paths the Son 
or Sorrow trod. 


How blind those eyes! the Savior walks 
today 
In every town where striving mortals 
meet; 
He still companions, on his busy way, 
With John and Peter, and with weary 
feet 
He oft seeks Bethany for converse 
sweet. 
Nay more. For every soul who gave 
him praise 
By Jordan or on some Judean street, 
Unnumbered thousands now their 
voices raise 
In joyous love of him, their friend 
for all the days. 


—Thomas Curtis Clark, in The Chris- 
tian Century. 
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into 1925 is still the larger future into 
which it may lead. The century is really 
beginning its youth. Is it not possible to 
hope that the years ahead will afford some 
fine results from the sowing of some of the 
good things in these twenty-five years? If 
this may come to pass, certainly there are 
enough anticipations awakened to quicken 
us to make our new year consistent with our 
greater hope. 


In the next twenty-five years, there will 
be several thousand men and women alive 
in the Near East—some of them will be 
at their tasks in life—who would not now 
be alive if it had not been for Christian 
charity. Some of them may still be mere 
fodder for cannon. Some of them may 
drift back into the practices of the past. 
But if the law of sowing and reaping still 
holds good in character, there will be a 
vast number of those men and women put- 
ting an enlightened conscience and an active 
good will into actual life before the Twen- 
tieth Century reaches its halfway mark. 


JANUARY 1, 1925 


Where will this widespread insistence on 
the outlawry of war end? To some it is 
merely a laughing matter yet, perhaps; will 
it be in twenty-five more years? 

How much greater may actual good will 
become between China and the United States 
in the next few decades? 


What further applications of the princi- 
ples of Christ may be successfully tried in 
community enterprises and in world rela- 
tionships? 

That there are grave dangers ahead must 
be admitted. There are possible retarda- 
tions, and it may ‘be, some retreat, in the 
years that are ahead. But vigorous faith 
sees a shining hope beyond the struggle. 
The past justifies our hoping; the future 
invites our confidence; who of us can fail tu 
be diligent and expectant in spirit as we 
face another year? 


os | 


To grow a little wiser day by day; 

To school my mind and body to obey; 

To keep my inner life both clean and strong; 

To free my life from guile, my mind from 
wrong; 

To shut the door on hate, and scorn, and 


pride; 
To open then to love the windows wide; 
To meet with cheerful heart what comes to 


me; 

To turn life’s discords into harmony; 

To share some weary worker’s heavy load; 

To point some straying comrade to the road; 

To know that what I have is not my own; 

To feel that I am never quite alone— 

This would I pray from day to day, 

For then I know my life will flow 

In peace until it be God’s will I go. 
—Anon. 

o 


What kind of a world do you see ahead? 
Is it worth living another year? 

What are the influences of today that 
offer the greater hope of tomorrow? Are you 
supporting them? 

Do you believe that “cause and effect” or 
“sowing and reaping” still operate in the 
world and in life? Then what, and how 
much, are you doing for the future? 


Couldst thou in vision see 
Thyself the man God meant, 

Thou never more wouldst be 
The man thou art—content. 


Life is too short to waste— 
’T will soon be dark; 
Up! mind thine own aim, and 
‘God speed the mark. 
—E'merson. 
=] 


O thou God of eternity, thou to whom we 
come and behold the sands of time flowing 
from beneath thine eye, marking the events 
of our lives with the years and uniting to 
something permanent as thou art perma- 
nent that which is fleeting .... we pray 
thee this morning the sense of eternity. Let 
us know, O God, from above, by some whis- 
per out of the eternal, the meaning of time. 
May we realize that we are of yesterday, 
but that the eternal tomorrow stretches be- 
fore us by the nature of our God, and to 
him we give all glory of our New Year’s 
praise and prayer, in the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.—Prayers 
of Dr. Frank W. Gumsaulus. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, Secretary 





Special Meetings at Defiance College 


Me: HERMON ELDREDGE, Secretary 

of Administration and Leadership 
Training of the Department of Christian 
Education, recently spent one week at Defi- 
ance College, in a brief series of special 
meetings with the students. Dr. A. G. Caris, 
president of the college, sends in the follow- 
ing account of the events and results of the 
week: 


Each year Defiance College sets apart 
one week in which the dominant interest of 
the campus is the Christian challenge. Al- 
though the normal exercises and activities 
of the college are regularly and continually 
emphasizing the religious duty of all, and 
the importance of making every day with 
its duties and pleasures really Christian, it 
has been thought wise to arrange for the 
special period in which the challenge to com- 
plete surrender to Christian motives may be 
considered while other interests are kept in 
the background. In the recent years these 
special weeks have been periods of great 
influence. Outstanding men and women 
have come to the campus to present the mes- 
sage in a fresh way. Young people already 
Christian have faced more squarely their 
obligations; others who had never allied 
themselves with Christianity have done so 
in each series of these meetings; and the 
general influence has always been marked. 

- Usually the meetings have been under the 

auspices of the student Christian Associa- 
tions and the planning and work have been 
done by the students themselves. 

This school year the young people re- 
quested that Hermon Eldlredge be secured 
if possible. It was arranged that he should 
be present for the second week in December. 
They made informal preparation for his 
coming through special semi-private group 
conferences and prayer meetings. These 
preparatory meetings reached the height of 
their interest at the time of their so-called 
football prayer meeting when the entire 
football squad was present and many of 
them participated in the exercises. In some 
way publicity which was not intended was 
given to this meeting and city papers carried 
the story giving it incorrect emphasis. At 


any rate there was quiet but deep interest, 


in the coming of Mr. Eldredge. They ex- 
pected a great deal from him. They wanted 
help as they faced, in a straightforward 
fashion, the vital questions which confront 
young people. Though their expectations 
were great, they were not disappointed. 

Mr. Eldredge came, it having been an- 
nounced that he would deliver five addresses 
on the general theme, “Facing Tomorrow.” 
In his first greeting to the assembled group 
he said, “I am not a professional cvangel- 
ist, and have no idea of attempting the 
usual type of evangelistic services. I merely 
wish to face with you in as frank a manner 
as possible the real problems which all young 
people face today.” His personality, and 
the human appeal for which those of us who 
know Mr. Eldrendge well love him, had its 
immediate influence. In a quiet way con- 
fidence in him and his message spread over 
the campus. The attendance at the public 
services steadily increased, and his confer- 
ence periods were crowded. 

At the close of the regularly announced 
series, Thursday evening, he was prevailed 


upon to remain longer. He did so, speaking 
Friday evening and Sunday morning. At 
the Sunday morning service in a very nat- 
ural way three young people came asking 
for baptism, and a few others made public 
confession. 

In this story for Herald readers the writ- 
er wishes to express his thought of the qual- 
ity of this work done by the administration 
secretary of the Department of Christian 
Education and his complete confidence in the 
quality of the youthful life of today. Mr. 
Eldredge lived with the students while here. 
He roomed in Sisson Hall and ate in the col- 
lege dining hall. He did not deal in theories 
but in realities of life. He seemed able to 
enter into the real problems of our young 
men and women in a natural and sympa- 
thetic way. He tried to touch the deep 
springs of motive and conduct and did not 
attempt to secure immediate countable re- 
sults through appeals to surface emotions. 
He succeeded in his attempt. My belief in 
the young people is again strengthened by 
the natural way in which they responded to 
the natural appeal of Mr. Eldredge. From 
my experience with young people and my 
observation of Mr. Eldredge’s work on the 
Defiance campus I believe that the Depart- 
ment of Christian Education may well plan 
to have him come into close contact with 





Woman’s Work 
Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





A Happy New Year to You 


ES, it will be a happy new year to all of 
us if we do our very best for the Master. 
“Brighten the corner where you are” and 
at the same time help to brighten all the 
corners of the earth, then the new year will 
be a bright year for you and for all of us. 


OW many new societies will your confer- 

ence board gain during this new year? 
How many new members shall we gather 
into the ranks of the local societies? Will 
you “win one?” 


The Birds’ Christmas Party 
VERY year in New York and other cities 
the school children have a Christmas 
tree for the birds. They tie to a tree in the 
yard or in the park little packages of food 
and dainties which the birds like. 

There is a merry chatter when the birds 
begin to find their Christmas tree and to fly 
around telling all their friends about the 
Christmas party. The party may be kept 
up all during the winter, especially when 
there is snow on the ground. 


A Splendid Plan 


HE Northwestern Indiana Conference 

woman’s board decided at its last mid-year 
meeting to send their president to visit all 
the societies in their conference and not 
only the societies, but the churches where 
there are no societies, during this new year, 
in the interest of the work of our women 
for missions. It is hoped that a number of 
new societies may be organized, as a result 
of this visitation. 

The same letter that gave us this infor- 


mation says, “Miss Stacy was at our mid- 
year meeting and she certainly is fine. We 
all love her and surely wish her success.” 

To that statement we can all say “Amen.” 





Home Missions 


Omer S. Thomas, Secretary 





Now and Then 


I SOMETIMES think that we are too prone 
to think of beginnings rather than just to 
keep on keeping on. With the new year 
there will be many who will feel that they 
are under obligations to make beginnings, 
and with the beginnings there will accom- 
pany endings. If the first of January is to 
mark the beginning of a new highway rath- 
er than a milestone in the same road, we 
should have a care how we observe the 
new year’s coming. Not long ago I was 
on my way to a certain place and had first 
to go through a muddy lane out onto a 
graveled road and from there to a cement 
paved highway. I kept right on the way, 
but traveled faster and more safely as I 
progressed from one road to the other. 

Today folks in both the country and the 
city are traveling in good automobiles and 
in many places on excellent roads, and feel 
that they are living in the Twentieth Cen- 
tury all the week; and then a great host 
of them return to the Nineteenth Century 
church for the Sunday. There are new 
decorations on the wall, and the pews have 
been painted, but it is the same single room 
with the same old windows, and things are 
done there in about the same way that 
they were in the old days. 

I do not know why it is, but the very 
farmers who have the latest improved 
implements on the farm and in their homes 
are ofttimes the most conservative when 
it comes to changing the way for the 
church. They budget their farm expense, 
they study very carefully marketing and 
soils and proper rotation to fit their special 
fields. They tell me they are not making 
money. I ask them how they know, and 
they answer that they keep books and have 
farming down to such a system that they 
are able to tell whether this or that crop 
has paid during the last three years. That 
is fine and is as it ought to be. When, 
however, we get to the church, we find that 
they pay the preacher just when the money 
comes in. If they get too far behind, the 
treasurer jogs up some of the faithful ones 
and they pay up so that the preacher can 
get in his winter’s coal. They take one 
offering a year for Foreign Missions, one 
for Home ‘Missions, and so on through the 
list of “calls.” The offering this year was 
$5.47, fifteen cents more than last year, and 
so there is real progress. 

The time to get into the new road with 
the same folks in the car is now at the 
beginning of this new year. The folks who 
are doing things in the up-to-date way all 
week can never be brought to be satisfied 
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with the same old plans for the most im- 
portant work in the world. 

The remedy: Good equipment, up-to-the 
minute organization for the Church School 
and the church itself, a man on the job all 
of the time, real worship in song and prayer, 
finance with a budget and every-Sunday 
giving for both current expense and be- 
nevolence, something for everybody to have 
a responsibility, unbounded enthusiasm for 
the church. 





The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





HAVE been asked if the trustees of a 

local Christian Church have a right to 
open the meetinghouse to whom they will, 
and to close it against whom they will, in- 
dependent of the will of the church, and 
also if trustees have a right to go contrary 
to the expressed will of a church. 

Trustees have a legal existence, as well 
as ecciesiastic, and their official conduct 
must be in keeping with the requirements 
of the law of the State in which they serve. 
They are to hoid in trust that which has 
been committed to their keeping, not only 
according to the wiil of the organization, 
but according to the law of the State as 
well. Many of our churches are deeded to 
the trustees and their successors in office. 
In such cases the trustees have iegal rights 
and powers that the church cannot modify 
or eliminate. But seldom, if ever, do trus- 
tees feel justified in exercising any author- 
ity not given them by the church itself. 

It sometimes occurs that certain provi- 
sions are mentioned in the subscription to 
the original buiiding fund, and in such 
cases trustees are required to govern them- 
selves accordingly, so that their official 
rights are determined by the original deed 
to the land and the conditions mentioned in 
the original subscription for building pur- 
poses. 

Trustees are required to care for the 
property of the organization they serve, and 
that too in keeping with the original pro- 
visions of the deed, or building contract, 
and according to the law of the State gov- 
erning such trusts. 

Where the property is deeded directly to 
the church, without reference to the trus- 
tees, then the church itself holds the super- 
ior right of government over its possessions, 
and the trustees are required to carry out 
the will of the church when properly ex- 
pressed, but in keeping with the law of the 
State. In some States church property can 
only be mortgaged after due process of 
court procedure. Trustees are not to make 
conditions; they are to carry out conditions. 
They are not to stipulate terms; they are 
to comply with terms. They are not to say 
what shall, or shall not, be done; they are 
to see that things are done, or not done, 
according to conditions imposed by the trust. 

But there is, in addition to the rights of 
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trustees under the provision of the trust ward Movement subscriptions, securing the 


they hold and the law that governs such 
trusts, a moral obligation in which matters 
of church property especially is as binding 
as the legal. More often than otherwise deeds 
to land for Christian churches and condi- 
tions governing the original building fund do 
not impose any duties upon the church itself, 
nor upon its trustees, other than that the 
building is to be used by the Christian 
Church for holding religious services in ac- 
cordance with the customs and usages of 
said church, and trustees should be sure 
that houses so committed to their keeping, 
and which have been accordingly dedicated, 
are not used contrary to the original pur- 
pose. The folks who bought the land and 
built the house did so for a certain purpose, 
and where that purpose is definitely ex- 
pressed, trustees are morally bound to gov- 
ern themselves accordingly, and where not 
expressed by the original deed and sub- 
scription, but expressed by the church, such 
expression holds the trustees with no less 
obligation to be true to the will of 
the governing body. We have church 
buildings paid for by money earned 
and given by men and women of oth- 
er days, who toiled and saved and gave 
that the Christians might have a house in 
which to worship, that are being opened to 
all sorts of evangelists, so called, who teach 
and preach in open opposition to the purpose 
for which the house was built and dedicated, 
and not only so, but oftentimes the seed 
sown by such evangelists ripens into a har- 
vest of shattered faith and a disrupted and 
divided church. It seems to me that trus- 
tees should see to it that such serivus re- 
sponsibility should not fall upon their 
shoulders, but that such disastrous results 
should be forestalled. 

There are occasions when trustees must 
act upon their own initiative, but they must 
always act in harmony with the history, the 
traditions, and customs of the church they 
serve. It seems quite right and fair to all 
parties concerned that before church build- 
ings are opened to exangelists, other than 
those who come properly recommended, 
that the church itself should consider the 
matter and express its will. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





HE Bureau of Christian Stewardship and 

Promotion” is the official title as chosen 
by the General Board of the church as the 
successor both to the Forward Movement 
and the Department of Stewardship, Promo- 
tion, and Social Service. Do you not like the 
new name of the organization which is to 
carry on the work already done under these 
former organizations? The work of this 
Bureau is to continue the work and activi- 
ties of these former organizations or move- 
ments and its field of activities will cover 
such mattetrs as collecting outstanding For- 


renewal or continuation pledges to carry on 
the work begun by the Forward Movement 
and to promote activities along the following 
important lines: Christian Stewardship, the 
every-member canvass, the church budget, 
the weekly offering, the duplex envelope, the 
enlistment of tithers, better church and con- 
ference organization, improved church and 
conference financial plans, stewardship 
programs, improved methods of church 
work, developing the local churches in stew- 
ardship principles and practices. This Bu- 
reau wishes to be of service in promoting 
and developing the work of the Christian 
Church in every way possible along stew- 
ardship, organizational, methods, and finan- 
cial lines. The writer has been elected as 
Secretary of the Bureau, and Mr. J. O. Win- 
ters, who has served so efficiently as treasur- 
er of the Forward Movement, has _ been 
elected its treasurer. This Bureau ‘wishes 
to be of service to all the interests of the 
Christians as we begin the new year of 1925. 


Church Financial Systems 
(Continued) 

HE personal collection financial system 

is probably the poorest financial system 
to be found in any church anywhere, the 
system of personally paying the preacher. 
Those who make promises will meet the 
preacher and hand him some money as one 
would tip a Pullman porter. In reality the 
pastor becomes the collector of his own sal- 
ary and if any benevolences are raised the . 
pastor raises them the same way, by per- 
sonally receiving individual gifts. 

Some churches improve slightly on this by 
the treasurer or some one going around 
from one to four times a year to collect 
these pledges. It is a disagreeable job and 
is usually put off as long as possible. This 
is one of the reasons that the financial side 
of the church life in some churches is so dis- 
tasteful, when it should be one of the most 
pleasant, worshipful, enjoyable features. 
Such churches usually do very little for the 
benevolences of the church. Such churches 
and pastors fail in every way to train and 
develop their people. I know of churches and 
almost entire conferences that are just dy- 
ing because of such methods. In some such 
churches anything, even a hat, sometimes 
serves as the collection plate when offerings 
are taken in the church. Usually the offi- 
cers give such a small amount for the be- 
nevolent work of the church, that they do 
not expect the people to give scarcely any- 
thing. From such churches the whole of- 
fering is $1.76 or $2.47 or $3.17, when under 
approved systems various individuals should 
be giving ten or twenty dollars. It should 
ever be borne in mind that the church calls 
the pastor. Individuals do not. So the 
church ought to pay the pastor. The pastor 
should never be under obligation to any in- 
dividual of the church. He should not han- 
dle the money of the church. He should re- 
ceive his salary from the church treasurer 
and not from individuals. The pastor, 
through his finance department, should be 
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training and developing his whole people— 
men, women, and children—in the great 
truths and joys of Christian stewardship 
and in the use of the best financial plans. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





ERHAPS no other one question was 

given more serious and extensive con- 
sideration at the recent session of the Fed- 
eral Council than that of International Re- 
lations. In an earlier issue we mentioned 
the splendid contributions to this subject 
given by such men as Mr. Tsunashima, Rev. 
A. K. Reischauer of Japan and former am- 
bassador to Japan, Cyrus H. Wood. 

Later sessions of the Council dealt with 
the same subject of Christian International 
Relations in its larger aspects. Dr. Sam- 
uel M. Zwemer, of Cairo, Egypt, perhaps 
the greatest living authority on the Mos- 
lem world, made a strong plea for a united 
Christian front against the new Moslem 
world. Dr. Sidney Gulick, for the Commis- 
sion on International Justice and Goodwill, 
showed how wonderfully that agency was 
being used to foster the spirit of good fel- 
lowship and right understandings among 
the peoples of the world. He showed, also, 
how the voice of the Church through the 
Federal Council was being heard at the seats 
of the governments of the world, and es- 
pecially that of the United States, in all 
questions of international aspects. Surely 


The Last 


the Church is beginning to use the mighty 
power of righteousness not only between 
individuals and communities but between na- 
tions, to the everlasting good of all con- 
cerned. 

Hon. William Jennings Bryan, in a short 
but eloquent message on “The Church and 
World Peace,” made clear in no uncertain 
tones that the only hope for peace is in the 
practical expression of the message of 
Christ to the world. The climax, of this 
whole discussion, which extended through 
many sessions of the Council, came in the 
Monday evening meeting when Governor 
William E. Sweet, of Colorado, and Justice 
Florence E. Allen, of the Ohio Supreme 
Court, endorsed from two widely different 
but equally essential angles the need of our 
“Christianizing International Relations.” It 
is indeed significant that two such distin- 
guished speakers should face so squarely 
and agree so completely that the need of the 
hour is for the practical application of the 
teachings of Jesus by the nations of 
the world. 


ND now as we begin the New Year, with 

the Foreign Mission period so close at 
hand, will you not resolve to do everything 
in your power to make the months of Feb- 
ruary and March the greatest yet in the 
history of your church in point of mission- 
ary education? Now is the time to prepare 
for this campaign. And only by careful 
and complete preparation can you hope to 
make your church the vital factor in our 
foreign mission work that it ought to be. 
Make your plans now. 


Judgment 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 11, 1925 


Lesson Material: Matt. 16:27; Luke 4: 16-22 
Lesson Text: Matt. 25: 31-46 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me.—Matt. 25:40. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, January 5—The Last Judg- 
ment. Matt. 25: 31-46. 
Tuesday, January 6—The Basis of Di- 
vine Judgment. Rom, 2: 6-16. 
Wednesday, January 7—Judgment by 
the Son. John 5: 21-29. 
Thursday, January 8—The Certainty of 
Judgment. Acts 17: 24-31. 
Friday, January 9—Awaiting the Judg- 
ment With Courage. 2 Cor. 5: 5-10. 
Saturday, January 10—Examples of 
Judgment. Jude 11-22. 
Sunday, January 11—The Whole Duty 
of Man. Eeel. 12:1-8, 18, 14, 











A SUGGESTION TO THE SECRETARY 

In giving his report the Secretary might 
emphasize the attendance: “Our school will 
notice by our report today that our attend- 
ance is larger than a week ago. We are 
glad to welcome back those who have been 
away for the holidays. Now for a steady 
growth Sunday by Sunday and a triumph 
at Easter time.” 


A Great Court 

HERE have been some noted cases tried 

in our courts of justice during these last 
few months with hundreds wanting to at- 
tend, but who were denied admittance owing 
to the throngs. But at this court there is 
room for all and every one receives a sub- 
poena. “Before him shall be gathered all 
the nations.” No one can escape judgment. 
We may attempt to do as we like for a few 
years, but the rich, the poor, the grave, the 
gay, the white, the black, must all “appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ.” 


A Great Judge 


What an array of witnesses and exhibits 
and lawyers in our American courts! But 
witnesses and lawyers appearing against us 
or in our behalf will not be needed here. 
There will be one exhibit, the Book of Life. 
We shall be our own individual witnesses, 
and the Judge will know even our thoughts. 
What a great thing it will be to have ‘a 
Judge who knows every motive, and who can 
make no mistake. Everything in our lives 
will be open to him as was the life of Na- 


thanael or Zacchaeus. But that means that 
he will be not only just because he knows, 
but will be sympathetic because he knows. 
I would rather go before him than any other 
judge in imagination, for I know that he 
knows and cares. 
A Great Judgment 

There are just two sentences in this court, 
“Come” and “Go.” There are many classes 
here, many colors and many races. We dif- 
fer in looks and dispositions and class and 
clan and tongue and nation, but before the 
great Judge there are but two classes, those 
to whom he will say that eternally glorious 
word, “Come,” or that dreaded judgment 
word, “Go.” What a separation that will 
make, but also what surprising inclusions 
there will be. 


A Great Principle 


Many have thought of God as arbitrary, 
and sometimes the judgment has been de- 
clared as though God were just arbitrarily 
hurling people into perdition, or with as lit- 
tle reason giving them a place in eternal 
bliss. But God is not arbitrary. He never 
has been, he never can be. What we really 
are and what we have done decide our eter- 
nity. Jesus went about doing good, Peter 
tells us, and his gospel message was to help 
folk to live their best life for time and eter- 
nity. Then he left it to us to carry on. And 
the question Jesus asks is, Have you car- 
ried on? That is surely fair and not arbi- 
trary, and surely every one should be willing 
to be judged on such a principle. What has 
been the motive and meaning and mission 
of your life? 

A Great Identification 

Does your Master sometimes seem very 
far away? Do you long sometimes to do 
some kindly thing to show your love? Why, 
he is right in your own home with you, right 
in your own school, right on your own street, 
right in your own store or office or factory. 
He is right there when anyone is in need, 
when the every-member canvassers come to 
you, when the offering plate passes you, 
when the Kingdom Enlistment Week asks 
for volunteers, when the colleges need en- 
dowment, or when Japan’s cry for the gospel 
sounds in your ears. “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of these least, ye have done 
it unto me,” and what is even more wonder- 
ful, “Inasmuch as ye have done it not,” ye 
have not served me at all. 

A Great Surprise 

It seemed quite surprising, both to those 
who were to come and to those who were to 
go. In the one case they had so caught the 
spirit of Jesus that they seemed almost to 
be carrying on his work naturally as though 
that was what life was for. In the other 
case they never thought of others as did 
Jesus at all. 

And then it must have been surprising 
that the judgment was to be based on suth 
a principle. Why, Jesus never asked them 
whether they were orthodox Jews or hetero- 
dox Gentiles, whether they had been bap- 
tized by immersion or sprinkling, whether 
they had been converted in a revival meet- 
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ing, or whether conversion had ever been an 
experience in their lives or not. He did not 
even ask them whether or not they believed 
in a literal Jonah, or a literal Second Com- 
ing or a literal Seventh Day. But, ye car- 


ried on my work and so come; ye refused to, 
and so go. Well, they would just have to 
anyway, for those that carry on just must 
come, and those who will not would go any- 
way. 


How to Read the Bible Helpfully 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JANUARY 11, 1925 
Ps. 19: 7-14; Matt. 7: 24-29 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee cf the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Ask the pastor to give five or even ten minutes 
on the subject. 

This wouid be a fine time to start a class in your 
society that would take up a study of the Bible by 
books, beginning at Genesis and going straight 
through to the Revelation. For Olid Testament study 
a fine little book has been prepared by M. M. Haig, 
entitled ‘“‘Analytical Outlines in the Oid Testament.” 
You can procure this book from our Publishing 
House. While you will need a leader in this study, 
the greatest blessing will be derived from an earnest 
study on the part of every member of the class of the 
particuiar portion to be considered by each session of 
the class. 


Thoughts on the Theme 

ERSE 7. Read the Bible with a view 

to changing your spiritual life. You may 
not be a Christian; if not, you should read 
first of all with the definite purpose of 
finding out how God saves a sinner. The 
Bible should be read for instruction in the 
way of life. It is the most perfect guide 
for practical everyday living that has ever 
been written. There can come into your life 
or the life of any other no experience for 
which God has not provided sufficient in- 
formation, in this Book, to guide you per- 
fectly in meeting that experience in the 
very best way. It is your duty and privilege 
to find out what that way is. 

If you desire wisdom, here is the most 
profound book ever penned. No philosopher 
has ever touched the great vital issues of 
life and death and eternity as the author 
of this book has. The wisdom of the most 
profound philosopher and scholar are but 
broken lights of the Word of God. Study it 
for wisdom, for that wisdom which can 
make you wise unto salvation. 

VY. 8. Read the Bible that you may be 
comforted in sorrow; made to rejoice in dis- 
appointment and suffering; encouraged 
when everything goes dead wrong in your 
life. This book is the source of the highest 
inspiration. 

V. 8. “The commandment of the Lord is 
pure.” Read the Bible that you may have 
it as an aid in your battle for a pure, clean 
life. The psalmist had this kind of reading 
in mind when he said, “Wherewithal shall 
a young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.” Ps. 
119:9. The Word of God read and heeded 
is the great moral and spiritual antiseptic 
for the souls of men. 

V. 10. Read the Bible with the eager- 
ness of desire for truth that dominates the 
life of the prospector for gold. The history 
of the mad hunt for gold is rife with inci- 
dents showing that man will undergo any 


hardship, endure any privation, in his 
search for the yellow ore. If we would 
only manifest something of the same spirit 
in our search for truth, what great things 
would be accomplished for God in the world. 

V. 11. “Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned.” Read the Bible for warning. 
Again and again the Bible swings out the 
red light of warning against sin in general 
and particular sins as well. What a world 
of misery and suffering would be avoided 
in this world if men and women would only 
heed the warnings of Scripture. 

V. 11. “In keeping of them there is 
great reward.” Read the Bible obediently. 
It is not enough to read the Bible that we 
may gain a knowledge of the truth. It is 
not enough that we read it and are warned. 
Truth and warning, if not obeyed and heed- 
ed, may prove to be a worse cure than igno- 
Like a bottle of medicine, the Bible 


rance. 
can do no good unless taken into your life 
system. 

V.12. “Who can understand his errors?” 


Read the Bible that you may come to know 
the hidden sins of your life, that you may 
have these corrected. Many a man thinks 
he is all right in the sight of God until he 
reads God’s Word and gets a glimpse of 
the high standard of living God requires of 
men, and then he sees how far short he 
comes of that standard and turns to the 
Lord for help to live up to the standard 
which. God has set. Paul said that he would 
not have known that covetousness was a 
sin unless God’s law had told him that it 
was. 

V. 14. Read meditatively. There is not 
much to be gained in a hurried, superfi- 
cial reading of the Bible. If you would 
really get good from the Word and be 
helped spiritually you must take a passage 
of the Bible and turn it over and over in 
your mind, thus extracting the sweetness 
put there for you. 

Matt. 7:24-29. Read it in order to do. 
The whole emphasis of this parable of the 
two foundations is upon the doing of God’s 
will as revealed in his Word. Reading and 
doing not the things it teaches is folly and 
will bring ruin in the day of stress and 
storm. If obeyed it becomes a support in 
time of trial. 


By Way of Illustration 


The most illiterate person, if he can but 
read the English Bible, and will take the 
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care to read it in a careful manner, will 
not only attain all the practical knowledge 
which is necessary to salvation, but by 
God’s blessing he will become learned in 
everything relating to his religion to such a 
degree that he will not be liable to be mis- 
led, either by the refuted arguments or the 
false assertions of those who endeavor to 
graft their own opinions upon the oracles 
of God.—Horsley. 

God has determined that things divine 
shall enter through the heart into the mind, 
and not through the mind into the heart. 
In divine things, therefore, it is necessary 
to love them in order to know them, and we 
enter into truth only through love.—-Pascal. 


We should seek to read the Scriptures 
with the intent to have our understanding 
enlightened and our will sanctified by them. 
—Wm. Evans, Ph. D. 


It has been well said that true simplicity 
of heart, that is, a sincere and unfeigned 
desire to be made wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Jesus Christ 
(II Tim. 3:15), is the best preparative the 
reader can bring to this sacred study. And 
if it be attended with an unshaken resolu- 
tion to order his whole life and conduct ac- 
cording to the directions the Word propos- 
eth, then he cannot fail of obtaining the end 
for which the Scripture is given.—IJbid. 

The reading of the Bible must be attend- 
ed with meditation, by which men “have 
tasted the Word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come” (Heb. 6:5). David was 
accustomed to ponder much and long over 
God’s Word, and he says, “While I was mus- 
ing, the fire burned” (Ps. 39:3). With med- 
itation, it is almost unnecessary to say, 
prayer must go hand in hand.—Ibid. 

Above all things it is necessary that every 
Bible reader should be sincere and impartial 
in strict and constant self-examination after 
reading the Scriptures. To read without 
self-examination is to give the evil one all 
the better chance of taking away the Word 
out of the heart, lest it should produce, first, 
faith, and then salvation; or to allow the 
good seed of the Word to wither through 
lack of nourishment, or to be “choked with 
cares and riches and pleasures of this life 
and bring no fruit to perfection” (Luke 
8:12-14) —Ibid. 


For Reading or Recitation 
MY BIBLE AND I 


We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 

Through all kinds of weather with smile or with sigh; 
In sorrow or sunshine, in tempest or calm, 

Thy friendship unchanging, my lamp and my psalm. 


We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 

When life had grown weary and death e’en was nigh; 
But all through the darkness of mist, or of wrong, 
I found there a solace, a prayer, or a song. 


So now who shall part us, my Bible and I? 

Shall “isms” or “schisms” or “new lights” who try? 
Shall shadow for substance or stone for good bread 
Supply thy sound wisdom, give folly instead? 


Ah no! precious Bible, exponent of light, 

Thou sword of the spirit, put error to flight; 

And still through life’s journey until my last sigh, 
We'll travel together, my Bible and I. 


—Rose Been, in Young People. 


For Discussion 


How has reading the Bible ever benefited you? 


Name some system or systems of Bible reading you 
believe to be valuable. 


What value comes from meditation on Bible truth 
as we read it? 


Why should prayer accompany Bible reading? 


What relation between Bible reading and life-con- 
duct? 


Name some unprofitable methods of Bible reading. 
Why should we have a method in our Bible reading? 
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The Children 


A New Year’s Gift and Resolution 


HAT do you suppose you have for a 

birthday present, Dicky?” asked his 
father as he came into Dick’s room the first 
thing New Year’s morning. 

“*Lectric train?” promptly answered 
Dicky. 

“No, something nicer than an electric 
train,” replied his father. “You hurry and 
get dressed and I’ll show you.” 

Dick jumped out of his little bed, and 
this morning his daddy didn’t have to say 
“Hurry up, Dick,” not even once again. 

It was Dick’s fifth birthday. Just five 
years before he had arrived on New Year’s 
morning, and what a nice present he had 
been to his father and mother. He was the 
only child, but he had always wanted a lit- 
tle brother or sister to play with him. 

“Where’s mother, Dad?” asked Dick. 

“She’s busy just now, but we'll go and 
find her,” said his father. 

‘What’s that noise, Daddy?” asked Dick 
again. 

“That’s your present,” beamed his daddy. 

Dick wasted no time and rushed ahead 
of his father towards the sound he had 
heard. It came from his mother’s room. 

“Wait a minute, Dick, let’s go in to- 
gether,” called his father. 

Dick waited and the two went into the 
room together. 

“Hello, Dicky dear. How is my little 
man this morning?” asked his mother from 
her bed. “Come here and let me give you 
five kisses and show you your birthday 
present.” 

Dick immediately obeyed. 

“This is your little sister, Dick. She came 
last night just as the clock struck twelve,” 
continued his mother. 

Dick didn’t know just what to say. 

“Can she play with me now, mcther?” 
was his first question. 

His idea of a brother or sister was one 
that could play outdoors with him and not 
such a tiny thing as he saw in his mother’s 
arms. 

“Not just now, Dicky dear,” replied his 
mother. But it won’t take long for her to 
grow to big enough to play with you,” she 
continued. 

Time did pass quickly, and before any- 
one hardly realized it, little Nancy was one 
year old and Dicky was six. She was just 
old enough to sit on the floor and play with 
Dicky’s toys. He loved his little sister 
dearly and had never been jealous of her, 
but he did tease her, which had worried 
Dicky’s mother. 

She had spoken to him so often about it 
and each time he had promised not to tease 
her any more, but he often broke his 
promise. 

On this birthday, little sister had been 
given many toys and so had Dicky, but it 
seemed that he was teasing her more than 
ever. : 

In the midst of their play, a friend of 


, 


their mother’s stopped in to call. She 
watched the two children playing on the 
floor for she, too, had a little boy just about 
Dick’s age. She was surprised to see Dick 
teasing his little sister so. 

“I’m sure David wouldn’t tease Nancy if 
she were his sister,” remarked the neighbor 
to Dick’s mother. “I don’t believe Dick 
should have a little sister, and he surely 
doesn’t love her,” she continued. 

Dick heard every word that Mrs. Blake 
had said to his mother and he didn’t tease 
his little sister any more that afternoon. 

That night as he finished his prayers, he 
hugged his mother tighter than usual, and 
asked her not to let anyone take his little 
sister away. 

“Then you won’t tease her any more, dear, 
and you’ll keep your promise this time?” 

“Yes, mother,” almost sobbed Dicky. 

“Shall we make that a New Year’s Reso- 
lution ” she asked again. 

“Yes,” replied Dicky the second time, 
“and I’ll keep it.”—Blanche B. Shepardson, 
in Sunshine. 


One New Year’s Day 

T was the last night of the old year, and 

Reynold was going to bed. “I wish I could 
make some of those things Cousin Lucy and 
Cousin Esther were making,” he said. “They 
are going to begin in the morning. Cousin 
Lucy is going to practice her music some 
and study arithmetic harder and keep her 
dresses cleaner.” 

“You mean resolutions?” asked his mother. 

“Yes, that’s it,” said Reynold, “res-o-lu- 
tions. I want to make some res-o-lu-tions; 
but I don’t know what to make.” 

“Well, let us think,’ said his mother. 
What kind of resolutions would be good for 
a little boy six years old to make? You 
don’t want to make too many. I believe, 
if I were you, I would make just one.” 


“Lucy and Esther made lots of them,” 
said Reynold, “but they are big girls. One 
resolution would be enough for a little boy, 
wouldn’t it?” 

“T think it would,” said his mother, ‘and 
I think that a whole year is too long a time 
to make resolutions for. If I were you, I 
would make one good resolution for one day 
of the new year—the first day—tomorrow.” 

“All right,” said Reynold, “I will make 
one for tomorrow. What would you make?” 

“It is your resolution,” said his mother. 
“You ought to make it yourself. Anything 
that you want to determine to do the first 
day of the year.” 

Reynold thought awhile, and then he said: 
“T will mind you all day tomorrow.” 

“Very well,” said his mother; “that is 
your New Year’s resolution; don’t forget 
it in the morning. Go to sleep now.” 

Then she kissed him good night and went 
out, and Reynold went to sleep. When he 
awoke the next morning the first thing 
he thought of was his New Year’s resolu- 


tion. He wondered if his mother had for- 
gotten. She didn’t say anything about it 
when he went down to breakfast. She 
didn’t tell him to do anything, so he didn’t 
have any chance to keep his resolution, but 
he never once forgot it until—who do you 
think came? Why, Great-aunt Prudence 
and Great-uncle Nathan. Great-aunt Pru- 
dence brought Reynold a pretty little willow 
basket full of cake—three kinds—chocolate, 
cocoanut, and fruit. 

Reynold liked cake better than anything 
else. He was delighted when his aunt said 
the basket of cake was for him. 

Mother gave Reynold a slice of the fruit 
cake, then she put the basket away in the 
pantry. A little while after Reynold asked 
if he might have some more cake. 

“No,” said his mother, “there will be cake 
for dinner; you must not eat any more of 
your cake today.” 


Reynold was just about to draw his face 


“into a frown when his mother looked at him 


so strangely that it made him think of his 
resolution. Then the funniest-looking smile 
chased the ugly frown from his face. Mo- 
ther smiled, too, and nodded and gave him 
three pats on the shoulder that meant, 
“Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah.”—E-xchange. 


Minding 
OW do you make him go where you want 
him?” asked Henry, who had come from 
the neighbor’s yard to see the new goat and 
cart. 


“That’s easy. If I pull the right rein, he 
turns to the right; if I want him to go to the 
left, I pull the other rein. That’s all. He 
always minds,” replied Jimsie. 

“And can you teach a goat all that?” 
asked Uncle Wesley who came up from the 
other side. 

“Sure,” ‘answered Jimsie. 

“Queer that boys aren’t as smart as 
goats,” said his uncle. 

“They’re heaps smarter,” answered Jim- 
sie indignantly. 

“So?” questioned his uncle. “Seems to 
me I heard somebody’s mother say this 
morning that her small son never came when 
she called him, and she didn’t know what she 
was going to do to teach him to mind. Guess 
she’d like to be able to pull a rein to have 
her boy go where the rein told him to!” 

“Humph,” said Jimsie slowly, “I guess 
I'll go and do that errand right now.” And 
before Uncle Wesley could answer, the goat 
team had turned off down the street!—Evr- 
change. 


Champion Speller 


Soapy: “Say, bo, cin you spell potatoes 
witt all ‘o’s’?” 

Rastus: “How do you get dat away?” 

Soapy: “Take out dat nice leather mem- 
orandum of yours, and put one o, put two 
o’s, put three o’s, put four o’s, put five o’s, 
put six o’s, put seven 0’s, put eight o’s, pota- 
toes!”—The Lutheran. ’ 
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How the King’s Children Kept New Year’s 


A Story 
BY FRED MYRON 


years, there were five little princes 

and princesses growing up in a great 
palace in London. The oldest was about 
twelve years old, and the youngest was but 
a baby, just able to walk. Their father 
was King Henry the Third of England, and 
their mother was the beautiful Queen Elea- 
nor of Provence, in France. 

King Henry and his queen were very pop- 
ular sovereigns in their early days. They 
were generous and kind-hearted, and though 
they loved gayety and splendor, and their 
court was the gayest in Christendom, they 
were noted almsgivers to the poor. 

Kind deeds and acts of charity have a 
sort of perennial fragrance, and Henry of 


\ LONG time ago, nearly seven hundred 


Winchester, as he was called, and his gra- - 


cious queen, are better worth remembering 
than many of the more warlike sovereigns. 

Among the “close rolls” of this monarch’s 
reign are orders for feeding 15,000 poor 
people in his royal palace on Christmas 
or New Year’s Day, or at the time of some 
marriage or birthday at court. At such 
times the “great hall” at Westminster was 
opened to the poor and the destitute of the 
great city and a grand banquet was spread 
for them. It was quite a novel thing for 
a king to do, but Henry and Eleanor 
seemed to delight in doing these kind and 
generous deeds. 

One New Year’s Day was kept in a re- 
markable manner, according to the old 
chronicler. It was on the occasion of the 
birthday of one of the young princes, and 
the king and queen gave out word that they 
would give a New Year’s feast in the 
“queen’s chamber.” It was a happy thought 
that as the feast was in honor of the birth- 
day of their six-year-old son, only children 
should be invited to the banquet. And 
these children were not those of the rich 
and noble classes, but the poor children— 
chimney-sweeps, ballad-singers, waifs, and 
castaways—all the ragged, unkempt, starv- 
ing ragamuffins gathered from the narrow, 
dirty streets of London and the highways 
and byways outside, a motley crowd that 
poured like a little army through the stately 
gates of Westminster and into the tapestried 
chamber of the queen. 

It was a beautiful room, the “queen’s 
chamber” in Westminster Palace. All the 
Norman queens had occupied it, and it was 
embellished after the quaint and costly 
ideas of the time. The lofty, lancet-shaped 
windows looked down into a private garden, 
in which was the “queen’s walk,” that led 
down to the Thames. The walls were heavy 
with tapestry, and were gay with pictures, 
and the floor, which was not carpeted, for 
they did not have carpets in those days, 
was strewed with rushes and sweet-smelling 
herbs. 

Such a room none of the children had 


ever seen before, and they would have halt- 
ed abashed in the presence of so much 
splendor, only the steaming fragrance of 
the loaded tables lured them on. For sev- 
eral days a crowd of cooks had been at 
work, and such an array of dishes and vi- 
ands had never been seen on a royal table 
before in England. There were roasted 
beef joints and boars’ heads, and broth of 
pork and onions, pigs roasted, chickens 
roasted, sheep roasted, jellies of fish, and 
white soup made of almonds. How the 
hungry young eyes must have sparkled at 
the grand and beautiful spread, and what 
a time they must have had! No one was 
slighted—there was enough for all, and some 
to spare. 

But this New Year’s feast did not end 
with the dinner. When the children had 
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(IRST, turn your heart to God for grace 
Before you look on any face. 


Next, breathe a word of thankful greeting 
To him who watched while you were sleeping. 


Now, if you find this hard to do, 
Invoke your will to help you through; 


Just clinch your hands or turn your head. 
’Twill drive the night mists from your bed. 


Next say a verse or hum an air 
To make an atmosphere of prayer. 


At length, when mind is keenly turning, 
Repeat some new verse you are Jearning. 


Then it will surely clear your vision 
To voice in words, the day's decision; 


To talk with Christ about your work, 
For heaven can never bless a shirk. 


And now, prepared the day to meet, 
Arise and stand upon your feet. 


Then, from the table while you're dressing, 
Glean something from the Book of Blessing; 


And, for the climax of all motion 
Fail not to kneel in sweet devotion. 


So go you forth with smile to greet 
The first and every heart you meet; 


And all day long your soul will thrive. 
And you'll thank God that you’re alive. 


—Ralph S. Cushman, in 
N. Y. Christian Advocate. 


{AA 


crammed themselves full of the good things, 
Henry, a tall, stately figure, all in his 
furred robes of state, entered the room lead- 
ing his fair and gracious queen, and fol- 
lowed by the young princes and princesses. 
Queen Eleanor made a little speech, telling 
the children how glad she was that they 
could all come to Westminster and partake 
of the good cheer, and how they owed it 
all to the young princes. And then she said 
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that she had a surprise in store for them, 
if they would be very quiet and good. She 
whispered a word to her husband, who 
smiled and gave an order to one of the 
servants. 

Presently two or three men came in, one 
of whom bore a great pair of scales, while 
the others carried heavy, mysterious sacks 
which they set down upon the floor beside 
the scales. The eyes of the children, you 
may be sure, looked all the surprise they 
felt, and they were still more mystified at 
the next feature of the program. 

The king placed his hand upon the shoul- 
der of his heir. “Now, my son, we are 
ready,” he said, and the proud Prince Ed- 
ward, looking very handsome in his robes 
of stiff embroidery and his velvet cap rest- 
ing upon his long golden curls, gravely 
stepped into one of the great scales. One 
of the sacks was then untied, and a shower 
of silver pennies was poured into the other 
scale until the young prince was lifted from 
the floor. 

“Hold!” cried the king, and the prince 
stepped aside, while the pile of silver pieces 
was scattered among the crowd of poor 
children. 

The bonnie Princess Margaret then step- 
ped into the balances, and the silver jing- 
led till the beautiful princess was fairly 
outweighed, and gave way to the laugh- 
ing Princess Beatrice. She, in turn, was 
followed by sober Edmund, who pouted and 
almost cried. Even wee baby Catherine 
was weighed, crowing and clapping her 
hands all the time the jingle of the silver 
continued. And this stream of silver, like 
others, was given to the children who had 
been feasted. 

Wasn’t it a strange way to celebrate New 
Year’s? King Henry and Queen Eleanor 
kept many another New Year’s, but none 
in such a way as this. And though it was 
so long ago, almost you can see that scene 
in the “queen’s chamber” in Westtinster, 
and hear the jingle of the silver pennies 
when they weighed the king’s children, and 
gave the money to the poor children of the 
king’s city—The Epworth Herald. 


God’s Way 


HEN God wants an important thing 
done in this world, or a wrong righted, 
he goes about it in a very singular way. 
He doesn’t release his thunderbolts or stir 
up his earthquakes. He simply has a tiny, 
helpless baby born, perhaps in a very ob- 
secure home, perhaps of a very humble mo- 
ther. And he puts the idea or purpose into 
a mother’s heart. And she puts it in the 
baby’s mind, and then—God waits. 

The great events of this world are not 
battles and earthquakes and hurricanes. 
The great events of this world are bab 
They are earthquakes and hurricanes. 

—Selected. 
o 


A good memory test is to try to remem- 
ber the things you were worried about yes- 
terday.—Port Arthur News. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


A New Yeavr’s Greeting: 


This is not a pope’s encyclical; neither is 
it a cardinal’s call to vote on some political 
issue. So far as I know, the Christian 
Church has never been prostituted to a po- 
litical cat’s-paw. But this is a message from 
one who happens to have been elected to an 
office, to the ministers and churches of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference. 

GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR: “Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee.” “The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
through Jesus Christ.” ‘Let this mind be in 
you also.’”’ 

Let this new year be a profitable one in 
the churches! There are ideals. The Aged 
Ministers’ Home fund should be completed 
early in the new year. All financial goals 
of the conference should be easily reached 
this year. I recommend Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week as the very best means of re- 
cruiting our church membership. By this 
means at least 500 new members should be 
realized in our churches this year. Pastors 
of the conference can assist each other in 
this plan. We trust that all the denomina- 
tional calls will be respected by our pastors 
and churches, and as liberal response made 
as possible. 

Our field work is progressing. It seems 
now that it may be entirely possible to come 
up to the next conference meeting with all 
our churches arranged into pastorate and 
supplied with regular services. And what 
church would like to entertain the next ses- 
sion of conference? 

H. RUSSELL CLEM, President. 


Smith Mills, December 20—The Christian 
Endeavor society of the Smith Mills Chris- 
tian Church held a very successful bazaar 
of nations December 3 and 4. The booths 
were most attractively decorated, and many 
useful and lovely things offered for sale. A 
supper was served at six-thirty p.m. On 
the evening of December 4 an exceptionally 
fine entertainment was given with all local 
talent. It was positive proof Smith Mills 
has good talent and many willing workers. 
A party has been formed to sing Christmas 
carols from place to place on Christmas 
Eve. It is interesting to note an old cus- 
tom is being revived. Golden Rule Sunday 
was observed, and a special offering for the 
Near East Relief Fund taken. The Sunday- 
school is giving a Christmas concert. A 
Christmas tree social will be given on De- 
cember 23. There was an exchange of 
churches December 14, Mr. Kidd, of East 
Freetown, occupying the pulpit at Smith 
Mills, and Mr. Anderson going to Potters- 
ville and North Westport.—Mkrs. C. E. How- 
LAND. 


One of the most interesting and worth- 
while gatherings was participated in by 
about one hundred and fifty young people on 
Sunday, December 14, at the Broad St. 
Christian Church, Westerly, R. I. The ral- 
ly opened with a few remarks from Rev. H. 
R. Clem, of Fall River, Mass., followed by 
prayer by Mr. George West Hathaway, of 
Providence, R. I. Special music was pro- 
vided for by the Westerly Church. The sub- 
ject for the rally, “Faith and Loyalty,” was 
dwelt with from several viewpoints. Mr. 
Stocking spoke of it from the C. E. view- 
point, Brother Walker was a bit humorous 
and added much to his address by illustra- 
tions, many of which were right to the point. 
Hon. Mr. Davis spoke from the lawyer’s 


viewpoint, how the youth of today needed to 
start from the bottom and work up and be 
loyal. After the very fine talks we went 
down to a well planned program. The la- 
dies of the Westerly Church provided the 
young people with a fine roast pork dinner. 
The room was most tastefully decorated to 
suggest the season’s greetings. After din- 
ner Wendell Clem rendered a fine solo 
which was appreciated by all. Short 
speeches were made by several. Mr. Hath- 
away spoke about Craigville and the Young 
People’s Summer School. Mrs. Bowman 
spoke on the need of the Christian Church’s 
forming camp-fire groups between now and 
spring, to help in the week-day social needs 
of the growing girls of today. A rising vote 
of thanks was given to the Westerly Church 
and Mr. Schoning for such a fine rally, and 
the young people started homeward, many 
of them coming from long distances in open 
machines.—Mrs. L. BOWMAN. 

A general exchange of pulpits was 
planned and carried out in the Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts Conference on Sunday, 
December 14. The exchange affected all 
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Happy New Year 


THE old year now is ended, 

With all its good and ill; 
And everything has blended 
To work us all good-will. 


Our comforts and our sorrows, 
Our sad days and our glad 

Through all of the tomorrows 
Will show the good each had. 


Our Heavenly Father guides us, 
He leads us on our way; 

And then, whae’er betides us 
Let nothing us dismay. 


So bring it grief or pleasure, 
So bring it gain or loss; 

The New Year let us treasure 
Nor count aught of it dross. 
—Edna Groff Dethl, in The 

Church Advocate. 
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churches except a few of the outlying ones 
being served by men of other denomina- 
tions whose Sunday it happened to be with 
the other church. City ministers were asked 
to go to the country churches, and minis- 
ters of the country churches went to the city 
churches. An effort was made to keep the 
names of the supply from each church, but 
while that was not entirely successful, it did 
help to increase the interest in the exchange. 
In the exchange no two ministers, except in 
one case, exchanged with each other, and 
general satisfaction has been expressed with 
the exchange. 
E. J. BODMAN, Field Secretary. 


INDIANA 


Bluffton, December 18—The work at 
Linn Grove is gaining in interest and the 
attendance is improving. There is a good 
spirit of fellowship and co-operation among 
the members. On Sunday evening, January 
14, the young folks gave a beautiful Christ- 
mas program in lieu of the Christian En- 
deavor meeting. The Sunday-school grow- 
ing under the management of the efficient 
superintendent, Mr. A. J. Baker, and his 
excellent corps of teachers. 

The Six Mile Church, Eel River Confer- 


ence, sustained a severe loss recently in the 
death of Brother D. D. Studebaker, aged 
eighty-six years. He was a lifelong citizen 
of the community and one of the principal 
supporters of the church during a long and 
successful career, having helped in a very 
material way to build three of the four 
houses the church has occupied since its 
organization in 1838. This church is co- 
operating with the other churches of Wells 
County in a simultaneous evangelistic cam- 
paign to be conducted from January 7 to 
Jan. 25. All the co-operating churches are 
to hold their revival meetings at the same 
time, each in its own way. This church 
has a strong force of workers and expecta- 
tions are high for a successful revival. Re- 
member the dates and give these people a 
place on your prayer list during these meet- 
ings, will you? Please.—L. D. HOLADAY. 


Wakarusa, December 20—Father and Son 
Day was happily observed in the First Chris- 
tian Church on Sunday, November 16. The 
center section of the church was reserved for 
the fine group of dads and lads in attend- 
ance, and carnations were presented to each. 
The pastor preached on “The Problem of the 
Missing Boy” from Genesis 44: 34, “For how 
shall I go up to my father and the lad be 
not with me,” and special music was ren- 
dered by the choir; The woman’s mission- 
ary society has been very busily employed 
during the past weeks. Twelve comforters 
were dispatched to Franklinton, and a very 
fine Thank-offering program was presented 
on Sunday evening, November 23. “The 
Magic Thank-offering Box” and “The Mis- 
sionary Dollar” surely reached hearts and 
purses with a missionary appeal, and a mis- 
sionary offering of something over sixty-two 
dollars was received. Surely the missionary 
enthusiasm of our ladies is contagious. We 
have been especially anxious in commencing 
the pastorate here to build our boys and 
girls for the church of the future. A part 
of each morning service is theirs with a 
ten-minute object sermon. It has occurred 
to the writer that the solution of the 
anaemic prayer meeting problem is also 
found in this direction. We have not ex- 
pected boys and girls to attend the mid- 
week service, nor young men and women. 
Sometime in their thirties or forties church 
members were expected to form the habit. 
Who was responsible if they didn’t? In our 
Wakarusa Church we have three prayer 
meetings now, commencing at seven p. m. 
sharp. The tiny tots are taught first les- 
sons in devotion under the patient guidance 
of Mrs. Elmer Bauer in a gathering of their 
own, the pastor leads the teen-age folks, and 
one of the deacons is conducting an adult 
prayer service. At seven-thirty all come to- 
gether in the main auditorium for Bible 
study. We are using blackboard studies 
based on the “Centenary Translation of the 
New Testament” by Mrs. Montgomery. Suf- 
fice to say that the mid-week service has in- 
creased manyfold in attendance, interest, 
and importance under this arrangement. 
We have had mid-week congregations almost 
as large as those of the Lord’s day. Ona 
recent Sunday evening a number of the lit- 
tle ones of the congregation were offered to 
the heavenly Father in a service of dedica- 
tion. A large chorus of boys and girls ren- 
dered several musical selections including a 
“Dedication Hymn” written for the occasion. 
On Sunday, December 14, at two p. m., 
twelve happy believers followed the Lord Je- 
sus through baptismal waters. We were 
happy to have with us on this occasion 
Rev. A. M. Hurst of the Riverside Church, 
Elkhart; Rev. A. Hurst, Sr., of the Boone- 
ville Church; and Rev. Charles H. Heaton, 
of the First Baptist Church, Elkhart. These 
brethren brought to both participants and 
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witnesses messages that made the occasion 
full of meaning and power. May the Lord’s 
richest blessing attend the labors of his peo- 
ple everywhere, and may the Christian 
church experience its richest and most pros- 
perous year in that about to commence.— 
Horace G. HALSE, Pastor. 


IOWA 


Corning, December 7—The Fairview, 
Taylor County, Church is still going forward 
slowly but surely. Father and Son Week 
was observed here this year. Brother Win- 
ters, pastor of the Oak Hill Church, 
preached the opening sermon Sunday after- 
noon, November 9, which was enjoyed by 
all who heard it. Friday evening, Novem- 
ver 14, a banquet was held in the basement 
of the church with Rev. O. C. Huff, our 
faithful pastor, acting as toastmaster. 
About forty were there to enjoy the toasts 
and the fine supper which was served by 
some of the ladies of the church. The week 
was closed by two well prepared and inter- 
esting sermons by Rev. Huff. It is hoped 
that this will be made an annual event here 
at Fairview because a great deal of good 
can be accomplished by these affairs. On 
Monday evening, December 1, we had the 
pleasure of listening to a splendid address 
on Christian Fellowship by Rev. O. B. Whit- 
aker, of Weaubleau, Missouri. Our Sunday- 
school is large, quite often numbering from 
ninety to one hundred when the weather and 
roads are good. This is so much more in- 
spiring to the church as well as to the writ- 
er, who moved into this community about 
twenty-one years ago. At that time we 
scarcely ever had over fifty present at Sun- 
day-school and did not raise enough money 
by offerings with which to buy our supplies, 
but would have to have socials to raise the 
necessary funds. Now we raise enough 
money by our offerings to buy our supplies 
and have some for benevolences, etc., but 
still there is room for improvement and we 
need to push on. This is our fifth year of 
full-time preaching, which is a great help to 
the church.—J. P. HEWITT. 


NEW YORK 


Watertown, December 18—Father and 
Son Week was observed at East Hounsfield 
and Calcium by special services on Sunday 
of that week. The men’s class at East 
Hounsfield served supper to the men’s class 
of First Presbyterian Church of Watertown 
one evening, seventy-five men motoring out 
from the city to attend. They gave an en- 
joyable program after supper. The pro- 
ceeds of the evening apply on the repair 
fund of the church. Sunday evening, No- 
vember 30, the Thank-offering service was 
conducted by the Ladies’ Aid. The pageant, 
“The Magic Mite Box,” was presented un- 
der the direction of Mrs. Raymond Irea. 
The proceeds of the evening will be sent for 
home and foreign missions. On Sunday 
evening, December 14, the East Hounsfield 
Christian Endeavor society and the Brown- 
ville Presbyterian Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety held union service at Brownville. 
Leaders were Miss Dorothy Potter and 
Miss Harriet Roorbade followed by sermon 
by Rev. R. G. English. White Gift service 
will be held at East Hounsfield Sunday eve- 
ning, December 21. The pageant, “The 
Adorative,” being presented. On Friday 
evening, December 19, there will be a com- 
munity Christmas tree at the library, the 
Sunday-school and day school giving the 
program of the evening. The annual 
church meeting will be held the Saturday 
before the second Sunday in January. 

At the Calcium Community Christian 
Church, organized in September, Rev. R. G. 
English, pastor, a business meeting with 
picnic supper was held on Monday evening, 


November 24, in the parlors of the church. 
The organization was completed, three 
trustees elected, also clerk and treasurer. 
Plans were made and committees appointed 
fur Community Christmas at Grange Hall, 
co-operating with Grange, Home Bureau, 
and day schools. Five school districts are 
represented in the Sunday-school. Wayne 
Ward and Gaylord Plank, two young men 
of sterling Christian character and ability, 
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NEW YEAR PRAYER 
LMIGHTY GOD, we thank Thee for 


the year 1924 which is now clos- 
ing. We know not to what extent our 
influence and our deeds ‘have been 
felt. Our life is a divine philosophy. 
Time is a sacred trust. It is a scroll 
upon which we are privileged to write. 
We are frank to confess that upon 
many of the pages of our record are 
messages that witness against us. We 
have broken our vows of loyalty and 
love to our Christ and our fellow-men. 
But our life is a living testimony of thy 
altar of pardon and love. 


With sacred memories and painful 
regrets we bid good-by to the year 
of our Lord 1924. Like a vanishing 
road, the year is behind us. We would 
refrain from gazing upon its wistful 
curves, its journeys of prosperity and 
adversity, its struggles and defeats, its 
victories and blessings. We gladly wel- 
come the New Year which swings open 
the radiant door of hope and oppor- 
tunity. For us, the year 1925 is an 
unbeaten path which beckons us on 
and bids us walk through the un- 
guessed storms and unheralded sun- 
shine’ The New Year is before us as 
an open book, as a spotless sheet. Lord, 
guide our faint hearts and our trem- 
bling hands as we begin to write upon 
its spotless pages. We are blind with 
regard to what the year will bring us. 
Thou dost hold the events of the year 
in thine own hand. And as we gaze 
into the future, may we have continued 
revelations of thy will, an undimmed 
vision of thy love, and a double portion 
of thy wisdom. As we wend our 
way into the future, guide thou our 
faltering feet over the valley of sor- 
row and solitude, through the burning 
deserts of trial and temptation, over the 
battle fields of struggle and hardship. 
Unite our hearts in a common feeling 
of the Fatherhood of God, a profound 
consciousness of the brotherhood of 
man, and establish our souls on the 
continent of human sympathy and un- 
selfish service. And may we love and 
serve thee with all our being until this 
life is supplanted with that new, high- 
er, and better life, that fuller and 
sweeter joy made perfect in thy Holy 

















Presence. In the name of Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 
R. F. Brown. 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 
S J, 





were chosen deacons on Sunday, November 
30. Ordination service was held Decem- 
ber 7 followed by communion. Mrs. Ruth 
Brower is church clerk. We gladly welcome 
this little band of earnest Christians to our 
fellowship and life of service for others and 
trust many more may be added to our mem- 
bership.—FLORA CLEVELAND. 


OHIO 


Woodington, December 18—Sunday_ eve- 
ning, December 14, closed a two weeks’ evan- 
gelistic service at the Woodington Christian 
Church, which will go down in the history 
of the church as one of its happiest experi- 
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ences, and I know the readers of The Herald 
will rejoice with us when they know that 
on that day sixty-eight new members were 
received into the church. There were fifty- 
five consecrations in the morning service and 
in the afternoon a beautiful and impressive 
service when thirteen children were conse- 
crated, baptized, and enrolled with the 
church. Ten other consecrations were un- 
able to be present, and will be received into 
the church later. There was also a large 
number of reconsecrations. Rev. Hiley 
Baker, of Eaton, Ohio, assisted the pastor, 
Rev. A. B. Thornburg, and they surely made 
a good team for service. Brother Thorn- 
burg had been working hard and had made 
his plans broad and deep, and when Brother 
Baker came he found the church well or- 
ganized and ready for work. Services were 
conducted under Kingdom Enlistment Week 
methods and it seemed to be just what this 
community needed and wanted. The last 
four days were given over to personal work. 
Many responded to the call for personal 
workers and worked earnestly and faithful- 
ly in trying to win souls to Christ, and many 
came back rejoicing. Saturday was Young 
people’s day for personal work and they, too, 
came back rejoicing, for God had rewarded 
their efforts. Through Brother Thornburg’s 
untiring efforts in the organization and per- 
sonal work, Brother Baker’s wonderful 
preaching, the co-operation of the member- 
ship of the church, and the assistance of the 
church orchestra and other musical talent 
of the church in rendering special num- 
bers each evening, large crowds were drawn 
to the sanctuary and ‘God opened their 
hearts to receive the message. We believe 
there is yet a great harvest to be gathered 
from the seed having been sown in these 
meetings. On Saturday evening, December 
13, about twenty Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan visited the church, and after a short 
address and prayer, presented a gift of mon- 
ey, which was greatly appreciated. We, as 
a church, are very thankful that we have 
Brother Thornburg for our pastor and that 
we have had Brother Baker’s excellent help 
and influence during these two weeks. May 
God’s choicest blessings be upon these two 
loyal servants of his and may he give them 
strength for many years of service in his 
Kingdom. On New Year’s Eve a reception 
will be given to the new members, with a 
banquet in the basement. We are expecting 
this meeting to bind together the old and 
new members into one great bond of Chris- 
tian love and fellowship.—Mrs. MINOLA 
GANYER, Publicity Secretary. 


Pleasant Hiil, December 22—The Pleas- 
ant Hill Christian Church and Sunday- 
school observed White Christmas, December 
21, at seven p.m. The pageant, “The Shep- 
herd’s Vision,” was rendered in a most ef- 
fective manner by several members of the 
Sunday-school. A threefold appeal was made 
in the pageant, the appeal for the gift of 
Self, Service, and Substance. One hundred 
and fifty people signed service cards, agree- 
ing to do whatever they can in the service 
of the church and the kingdom, there being 
five young ladies who signed up as Life 
Work Recruits. Four of these young ladies 
will go to the foreign field if the Lord opens 
the way, and one of them will do mission- 
ary work in the homeland. In addition to 
this, there were two boys twelve years old 
who gave themselves to Christ and joined 
the church at the conclusion of the program. 
The third appeal was for substance and the 
people responded with about sixty dollars in 
cash. This money was given to our orph- 
anages at Elon College, North Carolina. Such 
programs are very fitting at this season of 
the year. The emphasis is placed on giving 
instead of receiving, and our people entered 
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into it with great enthusiasm. They got 
more real joy out of this service than they 
could have experienced had they been the 
recipients of many gifts. It does people good 
to cease thinking of themselves for a while 
and think in terms of others and their need. 
‘This program was distinctly worth while and 
prepared our people in a very fine way for 
the season which commemorates the birth 
of our Christ. It also inspired a greater de- 
sire to serve in an unselfish way. We are 
expecting great things from these five 
bright young ladies who are offering them- 
selves for Christian work, and there are 
great possibilities in the lives of these two 
young boys who gave themselves to Christ 
and joined the church—R. F. Brown, 
Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Sweet Valley, December 18—For two 
weeks beginning November 16, Mrs. D. F. 
Reber, the blind evangelist from Phila- 
delphia, and Rev. Roland Updyke, the 
pastor, held revival services in the Chris- 
tian Church in which eleven gave their lives 
to the Great Giver and four were added to 
the church. During these meetings Rev. 
Mr. Crispell of the Maple Grove Methodist 
Church and people from his different con- 
gregations rendered assistance. We are still 
holding prayer meetings in the different 
homes with good attendance.—STELLA 
RousIneG, Clerk. 


VIRGINIA 


Suffolk, November 26—Dr. I. W. Johnson, 
who is secretary for the Eastern Virginia 
Christian Conference, and also editor of the 
Christian Annual for the Southern Christian 
Convention, says of the Eastern Virginia 
Christian Conference for 1924: 

The church reports to the last session of the con- 
ference which met in the Christian Temple in Nor- 
folk, revealed that there are forty-seven churches in 
the conference; thirty-three ordained ministers; three 
licentiates; 8,050 Sunday-school students; 10,198 
church members; members received during the year, 
972; net gain in membership for year, 603; amount 
raised during the year for benevolences, $30,488.23 ; 
amount paid for pastors’ salaries, $44,038.95 ; amount 
paid for buildings and equipment, $248,698.16; total 
paid out for all purposes, $360,499.50; total value of 
church property belonging to the conference, $1,160,- 
960.00.—Norfolk Virginia Pilot, Suffolk News. 


Defiance College Notes 


UR annual three days’ series of meetings, 

under the auspices of the Christian As- 
sociations, closed on Thursday evening, De- 
cember 11. Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Adminis- 
trative Secretary of our Board of Christian 
Education and Managing Editor of our Sun- 
day-school literature, was the speaker. He 
gave five addresses on the general subject, 
“Facing Tomorrow.” On Friday evening 
Mr. Eldredge outlined the general program 
of Christian Education of our Christian 
Church, and on Sunday morning he spoke 
to the Citizens Class at the Sunday-school 
hour and preached the sermon at ten-thirty 
at the regular church service. 

Mr. Eldredge’s work was of a high order 
and greatly appreciated by the student body 
and college constituency. He discusses fun- 
damentals and makes his appeal by setting 
forth the elements vital to the Christian 
life and usefulness. Much of his time out- 
side the meetings was devoted to conferences 
with students in helning to solve their prob- 
lems of life and service. 

The meetings were not planned to be evan- 
gelistic after the common order, and no one 
was asked to sign a card or to make formal 
avowal. But at the Sunday service six 
young people responded to the invitation 
given by the pastor. Three were baptized, 
and four received to membership in the Col- 
lege Church. Rarely if ever have more sat- 





wonderful temple of Christianity. 


filled and perfumed my life. 


morning star. 


A Beautiful Tribute to the Bible 
By Rev. William A. Sunday, D. D. 


TWENTY-TWO years ago, with the Holy Spirit as my guide, I entered the 
I entered at the portico of Genesis, 
walked down through the Old Testament art galleries, where pictures of Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Isaac, Jacob, and Daniel hung on the wall. 
into the music room of Psalms, where the Spirit swept the keyboard of nature 
until it seemed that every reed and pipe in God’s great organ responded to 
the tuneful harp of David, the sweet singer of Israel. 
ber of Ecclesiastes, where the voice of the preacher was heard; and into the 
conservatory of Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley’s sweet-scented spices 
I entered the business office of Proverbs, and 
then into the observatory room of the prophets, where I saw telescopes of 
various sizes, pointed to far-off events, but all concentrated upon the bright and 


I entered the audience room of the King of kings, and caught a vision of 
his glory from the standpoint of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, passed 
into the Acts of the Apostles, where the Holy Spirit was doing his work in the 
formation of the infant Church. Then into the correspondence room, where 
sat Paul, Peter, James, and John, penning their epistles. 
throne room of Revelation, where towered the glittering peaks, and got a 
vision of the King sitting upon the throne in all his glory, and I cried: 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown him Lord of all! 


I passed 


I entered the cham- 


I stepped into the 


—Bible Society Record. 








isfactory meetings been held on the campus, 

and the whole college community joins in 

saying to Mr. Eldredge, “Come Again!” 
F. H. PETERS. 


Missionary and Stewardship 
Institute 


WHILE in the Southland, after attending 
the quadrennial meeting of the Federal 
Council Churches at Atlanta, Georgia, Dr. 
W. P. Minton, Secretary of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and Dr. W. H. Denison, Secretary of 
Stewardship and Promotion, held a com- 
bined missionary and stewardship institute 
for the Alabama Conference at the Wadley 
Christian Church and Bethlehem College. 
And one for the Georgia and Alabama Con- 
ference at the Lanett Christian Church, 
Lanett, Ala. Quite a number of the 
churches were represented, several of the 
pastors were present, and a deep interest 
was manifest throughout the services. These 
men made a long journey to deliver to us 
the messages that lay heaviest on their 
hearts and that engage their supremest at- 
tention. 

On the evening of December 9, Drs. Den- 
ison and Minton gave addresses at the col- 
lege auditorium, which were very interest- 
ing and instructive to the students and 
others who were present. On the morning 
of December 10, Dr. Minton addressed the 
pupils of the public school and Dr. Denison 
gave an address to the students at Bethle- 
hem College. Three institute meetings were 
held at the Wadley Church the same day, 
both speakers presenting in a very efficient 
way their respective line of work. 

Dr. Minton in his most forceful way pre- 
sented our missionary task in Japan and 
Porto Rico. In Porto Rico we have five mis- 
sionaries, namely: Rev. and Mrs. D. P. Bar- 
rett, Miss Olive G. Williams, and Mr. and 





Mrs. Bruce W. Morten. There are five main 
stations and twelve outposts. Our field is 
on the southern coast, about thirty-five miles 
long and five to seven miles wide. The 
Christian Church is responsible for seventy 
thousand souls in this field. We have ten 
missionaries in Japan, namely: Rev. and 
Mrs. A. D. Woodworth, D. D., Rev. and Mrs. 
E. C. Fry, D. D., Rev. and Mrs. C. P. Gar- 
man, Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Q. McKnight, Miss 
Martha R. Stacy, and Miss Angie Crew. We 
have sixteen pastors and several teachers. 
We are directly responsible for a million 
souls in Japan. He emphasized the fact 
that we as members of the Christian Church 
should have a genuine interest in all our 
missionary undertakings; expressing this in- 
terest in earnest prayer for the work, in 
giving financially for its support, and, if 
needs be, offer our lives to its service. 


Dr. Denison, the man who knows his sub- 
ject, and who knows how to present his 
subject, spoke in the main on the “Larger 
Stewardship.” The stewardship of person- 
ality involves a consciousness and acknowl- 
edgment of God’s ownership and the mak- 
ing the most of oneself. The stewardship 
of talents embraces life’s resources and pow- 
ers. Recognizing the stewardship of calling, 
we will ask ourselves the question, “Is this 
the thing God wants me to do?” The stew- 
ardship of influence will lead us to feel that 
we are our brother’s keeper, “that none of 
us liveth to himself.” In the text, “As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
toward all men, especially toward them who 
are of the household of faith,” is set forth 
the stewardship of opportunity. Time and 
life are alike given us of God to use as his 
stewards for him. We are also taught to 
honor the Lord with our substance and with 
the first fruits of our increase. The speak- 
er said, “When we recognized our partner- 
ship with God in all our living, tithing, and 
giving and used the every-member eanvass 
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method of raising money, we had solved the 
problem of church finance.” 

The meetings at Lanett were equally 
helpful and while the attendance throughout 
the two institutes was as large as we ex- 
pected, yet our one deep regret is that there 
were not more folks out to hear these much 
needed, interesting, and instructive mes- 
sages. It was surely a treat of a lifetime 
to have these brethren with us in our work 
in these extreme southern conferences. A 
rare opportunity made use of by too few 
of our folks has passed by, but the good 
seed sown will continue to grow and bring 
forth a harvest not many years hence. We 
certainly appreciate their every effort and 
the good impression they had of Bethlehem 
College as expressed in the words of Dr. 
Minton and concurred in by Dr. Denison: “I 
cannot tell you how encouraging it is to 
me to think of the splendid group of young 
people you have gathered about you and of 
the possibilities of Bethlehem College in 
the future,” and he added, “May the Lord 
bless you in the excellent service you are 
rendering both to the young people and to 
the denomination.” A cordial invitation is 
extended to both these brethren to be with 
us again and especially do we request that 
Dr. W. H. Denison be given a place on the 
program of our next Chautauqua and School 
of Methods, to be held at Bethlehem College 
in August, to discuss the question of stew- 
ardship from, the Bible viewpoint, as I feel 
that this is the biggest thing needed in 
our southern work. Brethren from the 
North, remember that you are welcome, 
thrice welcome, to Bethlehem College and 
our southern work. 

S. L. BEOUGHER. 


Wadley, Alabama. 


Carversville Christian Orphanage 


Report for November, 1924 


FLORIDA 
Rev. James S. Frost, St. Petersburg .......... $ 5.00 
INDIANA 
W. M. S., Sulphur Springs ..........eeeeeeeee $18.00 
Haubstadt Christian Church .........-.seeeees 2.75 
Windsor Christian Church ........eseeeeeeees 3.10 
IOWA 
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Hutton, Madrid ....$ 5.00 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Philophian Circle of King’s Daughters, New 
PEL hn dcnes cbeas cecntanesesesssscawes 5.00 


NEW JERSEY 
C. Price, Lambertville 
John C, Snyder, Sergeantville 
Joseph Weber, Irvington 
A. U. Shepherd, Flemington 
John H. VanCleve, Flemington 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Irvington 
Gordon Cooper, Lambertville 
James T. Petrie, Lambertville 
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ee eeeeeeeeseeeee 
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Rev. and Mrs. W. L. Gennett, Bridgeboro .... 10.00 
Rov. FF. TH. Galen, Mibferd ...occcccvesscescese 15.00 
C. E. Society, Finesville Christian Church .... 14.00 
George R. Weber, Irvington .......ceeceseees ; 


Frank R. Beach, Irvington ............ 

Mrs. Frank R. Beach, Irvington 

Miss Inez Beach, Irvington ............. 

Nicholas Weber, Irvington 
NEW YORK 

C. E. Society, North Rush Christian Church. ...$15.00 





Springfield Dock Christian Church ............ 10.00 
Miss Grace I. Morrell, Brooklyn .........+++- 2.00 
Weare ROW, TOPOURIIT 0000 00cscccsen ess 432.00 
es Tee es PRE. MUROR nn cccctccsciccacs 5.00 
Jerome Decker, Middleburg .......... J 


W. E. Bassler, Middleburg ........-.. 
Mrs. Bertha Durfee, Middleburg 
Mrs. Emma Powell, Middleburg 





Miss Eliza Turner, Middleburg ..........0.. 

N. Pembroke Christian Church .........see0+ 25. 

Sunshine Band Class, N. Rush Sunday-school .. 5.65 

Medway Christian Church .......ccccecccscees 25.00 
OHIO 

Dr. J. F. Burnett, Secretary, Dayton 


Thomas Simmons, Akron 

Dr. O. S. Thomas, 

Dr. W. H. Denison, Dayton 

Fellowship Christian Church 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Mrs. A. Grafiy, Ambler 

Mrs. E. Morton, Philadelphia 
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Wm. P, Ely and Son, Doylestown .... 
H. P. Helwig, Doylestown 
Mrs. Howard Flack, Carversville .... 
George Sommer, Doylestown 
Wynn James, Doylestown ......ceccessecceses 
Alfred R. Haig, Philadelphia 
W. H. Watson, Doylestown 
Frank C. Lewis, Doylestown 
Special 
Buck Valley Christian Church ...... 
A. W. Preston, Golebery oc icccccccccs 
W. H. Hockman, Bedminster 

Mrs. James Hagen, Carversville 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest C. Crooks, Carversville .. 
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Over the Hills of Galilee 


HIS is the title of a book from 

which I take the following sentence 
that I want you to read and think 
over: “To interpret the Bible cor- 
rectly, we must proceed in the light 
of time, place, and people.” This 
book was written by Stephen A. Ha- 
boush, the Shepherd Boy of Gallilee, 
and is replete with interest. The 
style is pleasing, its statements clear, 
its subject matter illuminating. The 
author says, “In all these many cen- 
turies the Palestinian shepherd life 
has not changed, and the knowledge 
of it will disclose the true meaning 
of that marvelous twenty-third psalm 
and of kindred passages cited. 

We all concede the Bible to be the 
most wonderful book in the world, a 
book that will throw light on its teach- 
ings and illustrate some of its wonder- 
ful truths, one that will be prized by 
those who want to know the Bible bet- 
ter. Being a native of Palestine and 
having spent many years in Galilee as 
a shepherd, he is able so to present 
the scenes, places, and objects of that 
country as to make them appear be- 
fore the reader with a vividness that 
makes them real. As one reads the 
book, the country in which Jesus spent 
the most of his earthly life becomes 
dearer, and especially “blue Galilee 
where Jesus loved so much to be.” 

The book will be read by many with 
keen interest. It contains ninety 
pages, of suitable size for the pocket, 
and when once read, will give new 
pleasure to him who reads it a second 
and a third time. 

The book can be ordered of The 
Christian Publishing Association, Day- 
ton, Ohio. Price, sixty cents. 

S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wm. K. Drake, Carversville .... 1.00 
J. Paul Bartleman, Philadelphia ............. 3.00 
BE. FF Dies, PII, ko 60s wicidicccdsvewcnncces 2.00 
O. Henriksen, Plumsteadville ..........see00. 5.00 
* Se SR See 1.00 
John R. Johnson, Lumberville ............0005 5.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Shupe, Solebury ........ -00 


Mr .and Mrs. J. Howard Paxson, Lumberville 5. 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Allen Knight, Carversville ... 
R. L. Clymer, Doylestown 


eee ee ese esses eeseose 


W. C. T. U., Carversville, Mrs. Willis Neald, 
MUNN 02. Kogebidb ne odvedoceeees escesce 2000 
Miss Helen Watson, Carversville .........0 eee 1.00 
Mr. and Mrs, George Velder, Carversville ...... 1.00 
A Friend, Madisonville Christian Church ...... 1.00 
Mrs. Ida M. Harding, New Hope ............. 5.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Magill, Carversville ..... 1.00 
Mrs. Hannah Sine, Philadelphia ............. 2.00 


RHODE ISLAND 
W. M. S., Broad St. Christian Church, Westerly $20.00 
Linpsay F. JOHNSON, Superintendent. 
Carversville, Pennsylvania. 
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The Grace of Laughter 


HERE are, perhaps, a few people in this 

world who laugh too much, and they may 
occasionally be something of a trial to those 
who have to listen to them, but there cer- 
tainly are a great many people who do not 
laugh enough, and they constitute one of 
the world’s greatest afflictions. To miss 
the gift for laughter altogether would be 
to miss one of life’s supreme blessings, and 
surely anyone condemned to such depriva- 
tion would have every reason to complain 
against fate. But it must be that the gift 
for laughter is to some degree a cultivatable 
one; certainly the faculty for it may be 
killed out of a man’s soul, for we have seen 
that process in actual operation. There. is 
no surer mark of the coming on of old age 
—that old age that means the hardening of 
the arteries of the soul—than that slow 
losing of the power to laugh. And there is 
nothing that will keep away that tragedy of 
growing old, stiffly and uncomfortably and 
before one’s time, more effectually than the 
keeping up of the habit of wholesome, 
healthy laughing. And how many and how 
great tragedies of other sorts would a gen- 
erous indulgence in this habit keep from the 
world who may say? What a vast number 
of the insane and stupid and cruel and in- 
human things that have been done in the 
world would not have been done if the per- 
petrators of them had not taken themselves 
quite so seriously and been able to laugh 
more !—Selected. 


After the Earthquake 


WO little Japanese girls of ‘Tokyo were 

comparing experiences after the earth- 
quake. One had gone with her parents to 
the Buddhist temple where immense throngs 
silent and hopeless, had passed before the 
idols. “Our people just looked at the gods 
and scowled,” said the child. 

The other girl had attended a service held 
by a Christian missionary. “Our people 
looked up to God and sang!” she replied. 

The little gathering round the mission- 
ary was different in spirit and outlook from 
the Buddhist assemblies. Taking his Bible, 
the missionary turned to Hebrews 12:26, 27, 
and read: “Whose voice then shook the 
earth; but now he hath promised, saying, 
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, 
but also heaven. And this word, Yet once 
more, signifieth the removing of those things 
that are shaken as of things that are made, 
that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain.” 

The reading of the text and the mission- 
ary’s comments showed the people that, 
though they had lost their all, they were 
in God’s hands, and the realization seemed 
to lift a load from their hearts. 

“All things that can be shaken have been 
shaken here,” said the preacher; “but that 
only leaves in greater evidence the things 
that cannot be shaken; God and truth, hope 
and heaven, faith and courage, and the ever- 
lasting ties that bind us to our Christian 
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brethren of today and to the saints of all 
lands and ages.” 

So with hearts filled with faith in God 
the people joined with him and sang: 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 


Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
at more can he say than to you he hath 


said, 
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled? 


Fear not, I am with thee; oh, be not dismayed, 

I, I am thy God and wiil still give thee aid; 

T'll een thee, help thee and cause thee 
oO 

Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 


The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for re- 


pose 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to 
shake, 
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake! 


Then with good courage the people turned 
to the task of rebuilding their homes and 
thereby put new hope into all with whom 
they came into contact—Youth’s Com- 
panion. 


Twelve International Movements 
(Continued from page nine) 


that perfect results have not been realized 
in this great prohibitive movement. No one 
claims perfection in this matter. On the 
other hand, it must be admitted that pro- 
hibition has made a mest remarkable ana 
unprecedented success. Facts do not bear 
out the statement that prohibition does not 
prohibit. Of course it does not prohibit the 
possibility of the liquor traffic. The law 
against stealing does not prohibit the thief 
from plying his trade, but it does make It 
mighty hard for him. And what is true 
with reference to the law against theft is 
true with reference to the prohibition law. 
In spite of the fact that there are many 
men in this country who make and self 
liquor and make their living by this illegiti- 
mate act, the prohibition law has been and 
is effective in curtailing the liquor traffic. 
Statistics show that the number of drinkers 
of alcoholic beverages has been reduced 
from 20,000,000 to 2,000,000 in four years. 
The habitual drinkers consume only five 
percent of the quantity of whisky that was 
consuméd four years ago. The drink of 
the nation has decreased $2,000,000,000 each 
year for the last four years. And what is 
still better, the money formerly spent for 
whisky and beer has gone into savings 
banks, homes, insurance, education of chil- 
dren, and the necessary commodities of life. 
I@ is a matter of actual record that the re- 
formatories, correctional institutions, jails, 
and penitentiaries have shown a great de- 
erease in the number of occupants and 
prisoners—and in some cases the jails are 
entirely empty. These facts stand out as a 
monument to the prohibition law, and refute 
the statement that the law has not been 
effective and the further charge that the 
law is a stigma on the American people. It 
would be as near the truth to say that the 
sin of Adam and Eve placed a stigma on 
God—which is absolutely unthinkable. The 


21 


HOLMAN BIBLES 


The Best Editions of the World’s Best Book. 


Durable Flexible Bindings. 


Will Not Break in the Back. § 





FOR CHILDREN 
PICTORIAL BIBLES WITH HELPS 


The text is_self-pro- 
nouncing, by the aid of 
which children can learn 
to pronounce the diffi- 
cult Scripture proper 
names. 


Specimen of Type. 
e* the tine a Gey thero 
@ marriage. in 
Cana “of Gal's, lee; and 
the mother of Jé’sus was 


— P paemecong | ee 
; 2,991 views of scenes in e 
~*~ rams lands distr uted 
inches. throughout the text. Al- 
so maps of Bible lands in colors. Also 
new Practical Helps to Bible Study, es- 
pecially designed for instructing children 
in ee information 
No. 91, French Seal Leather, overlapping 
go 











covers, round corners, gold edges, 
tles. 


ti 
Our PricePostnaid ....... canes $2. 30 
For Adults, Teachers and Pienahies 


and all who would study the 
Word of God intelligently. this 
edition is unsurpassed. _ The 
type is large, clear Bour- 
fiber Self-Pronouncing, with 
iberal space between the words 
d lines, which makes it easy 

fo read, 

Size 8x 5% inches 


Bpeciman of Type. 
q ™From that time Jé’ 
to preach, and to say,” F 
the kingdom of heaver 








Containing New Copyrichted 
Bieipe by the most reliable 
Authorities, a Treasury of 
Biblical Information, Prac- 
tical Comparative Concord- 
ance, Oriental Light on the 
Bible, Four Thousand Ques- 
tions and _ hnoreee, New Col- 
ored Map 

No. 47, Divinity Circuit 
Teachers’ Bible, French Seal 
Leather, red under_ gold 
sas ges, Silk oe aunts and 


Ik Marke Our 
Price—VPost Paia $5. 00 


KL. Red Letter Teachers’ Bible. 
Christ in the New Testa- 





No. 81. 
The Words of 
ment, Old Testament Passages Alluded to 
oe Various Prophecies Relating to 


Christ in the Old Testament, etc., all 
PRINTED IN RED. Binding same as de- 
scribed above and same large Self-Pro- 
nouncing type. 

Our Price—Post Paid. $5. 60 

No. 73X. Holman India Paper, Genuine 
Meroreo, Leather Lined, Silk Sewed, Di- 
vinity Circuit, round corners, carmine 
under gold edges, silk head bands and 
silk marker, same type and Helps as 


above. 
Our Price—Post Paid.......... $1 0.65 





For Intermediate S. S. Scholars 


Large Clear Black 
Type, Self-Pro- 
nouncing, contain- 
ing Helps to Bible 
Study, 4000 Ques- 
tions and Answers, 
Maps in Colors, and 
Presentation Page. 
A Beautiful Gift 
Bible. 


Holy Bible 








Specimen of Type. 
And the prophet 
1, and said unto 
and mark, and 
at the return of t 








Size 7x5 incues. 


No. 21. Divisity Circuit Style, Bound in 
French Seal Leather, round corners, red 
under gold edges, with silk head bands 
and purple silk marker, gold titles, etc. 


Our Price—Post Paid ........... $3.10 


For OLD FOLKS and The HOME 


Specimen of Tyne 
Holman Lome Bible 









Flexible Binding ‘ 


Printed from large Clear Pica Type, 
with Marginal References, Family Record 
and Maps. This HOME BIBLE is new 
and very desirable for every day_ use, 
containing all the advantages of a Fam- 
ily Bible in a compact size that can be 
ersily handled, with Record for Births, 
Marriages and Deaths. The best Bible 
obtainable for old folks who need extra 
large clear print and a light-weight. book 

No, 2014, Durably Bound in French Seal 
Teather, full fiexible covers, round cor- 
ners, red_ under gold edges, silk head 
bands and silk marker, goid titles. 


Our Price—Post Paid 














The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, 


OHIO 








law does place a stigma on those who violate 
it. 

It is fair to say that prohibition has been 
effective in this nation even under the most 
unfavorable conditions. When the move- 
ment first started there were thousands of 
men in this nation who furnished people 
whisky to drink, not for the sake of fur- 
nishing them, but because they made their 
living by this act. And the leaders in the 
prohibition movement had sense enough to 
know that these men would not quit this 
nefarious business as soon as they heara 
about the law. Then there was the drinker 
with an insatiable thirst for whisky. No one 


thought that the old sot would loose his 
thirst for liquor as soon as he heard about 
prohibition. The announcement served 
rather to intensify the thirst. Both the 
bootlegger and the drinker will continue if 
possible. The bootlegger will violate any 
law in order that he may ply his trade and 
the drinker will violate any law in order 
that he may obtain the fluid with which to 
slake his thirst. One is the victim of an 
unholy desire to make easy money and the 
other is a victim of an unholy and uncon- 
trollable appetite. Law, decency, and order 
are foreign to both parties. But in spite 
of the fact that the law has been flouted, 
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it has worked wonders in this nation. An 
honest and candid comparison of the condi- 
tions now with the conditions five years ago 
will show without question that the move- 
ment has been worth while and that it is 
worth all that it has cost in time, money, 
and human energy. An impartial review of 
the facts will reduce the rumors and inflated 
reports that prohibition has not been effect- 
ive to their proper nothingness. 

If under inadequate enforcement the law 
has brought about such marvelous changes 
in our civilization and made such worthy 
contributions to human life and happiness, 
what would it do for our nation and for 
the world were it properly enforced and ob- 
served? Non-observance of statutory law 
is one of the great crimes of our day. I 
am not a fanatic on prohibition, but I am 
an ardent advocate of it. I believe with all 
my heart that the law will be observed more 
and more as it grows older, and that it will 
be enforced more adequately as time goes 
on. Those who are charged with enforcing 
the law must concentrate on the men who 
are higher up in the liquor traffic; for in 
nine cases out of ten the men who are appre- 
hended and punished for the violation of the 
law are simply the slaves of other men 
who get the big end of the profit out of the 
business. The prohibition law designed it, 
and the officers of the law must see to it, 
that the blockader and bootlegger must quit 
their business or go to jail. 


The creation of public opinion in favor 
of law enforcement is the great task of the 
prohibition advocate today. And here is 
hoping that it will not take as long to 
create this public opinion as it did to create 
public opinion in favor of prohibition. No 
law will live long that is ignored or in- 
fringed upon. Like any precocious young- 
ster of five summers it must receive sup- 
port from one more mature in years. We 
expect too much if we think the word pro- 
hibition will frighten the bootleggers and 
blockaders to death. The voice of the law 
means nothing to them. They must first 
feel the penalty of the law. The immediate 
task of the prohibition workers therefore is 
to create a sentiment for law enforcement 
and law observance. This is the movement 
within the movement to which our loyalty 
should now be given. This new crusade 
challenges every Christian in this nation. 
We must prove to the world that the law 
is essential to our civilization and is in 
every way workable. This new crusade 
should sweep across the country like a great 
forest fire. Only by faithful effort can we 
write another chapter in the history of this 
great experimental and colossal movement. 
This new crusade calls for the support of 
the Young Woman’s Christian Association, 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, the 
Parent-Teachers Association, the Men’s 
clubs, and Women’s clubs, the Woman’s 
Temperance Union, the Sunday-school, and 
the Church. If in this movement we stand 
together, the world will be helped by our 
loyalty and success. Every effort made and 


every victory won will bring us just a little 
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nearer to the ideal of world prohibition. 
Our success will aid England, India, Bul- 
garia, Egypt, and other nations in their 
effort toward prohibition. 

In order that the movement may fully 
succeed, there must be a definite program 
of temperance education. Along with the 
enforcement and observance of law must go 
that other great movement of a continuous 
education of public opinion. The potency, 
principles, and policies of prohibition must 
be made a part of the conscience and convic- 
tions of the people of the world before it 
can be made a reality in civilization. This 
can be brought about by civic organizations, 
visual education, scientific temperance in- 
struction, by the Church teaching the evils 
of alcoholic drinks, the Sunday-school giv- 
ing temperance lessons, civic agencies giv- 


MOA 
Don’t Make the Wrinkles Deeper 


IS father’s eyesight growing dim, 
His form a little lower? 
Is mother’s hair a little gray, 
Her step a little slower? 
Is life’s hill growing hard to climb? 
Make not their pathway steeper; 
Smooth out the furrows on their brows, 
Oh, do not make them deeper. 


There’s nothing makes a face so young 
As joy, youth’s fairest token; 
And nothing makes a, face grow old 
Like hearts that have been broken. 
Take heed lest deeds of thine should make 
Thy mother be a weeper; 
Stamp peace upon a father’s brow, 
Don’t make the wrinkles deeper. 


In doubtful pathways do not go, 
Be tempted not to wander; 

Grieve not the hearts that love you so, 
But make their love grow fonder. 
Much have thy parents borne for thee, 

Be now their tender keeper; 
And let them lean upon thy love, 
Don’t make the wrinkles deeper. 


Be lavish with the kindly deeds, 
Be patient, true, and tender; 

And make the path that ageward leads 
Aglow with earthly splendor. 

Some day, the dear ones, stricken low, 
Must yield to death the reaper; 

And you will then be glad to know 
You made no wrinkles deeper. 

—Selected. 


ML 


ing information as to the financial, econom- 
ic, and civic results, a change in the ideas 
and customs of society; and in many other 
ways the movement can be strengthened. 

I am confident that the great majority of 
the people of America feel that the prohibi- 
tion movement was the greatest social ex- 
periment and moral achievement in the his- 
tory of this nation. A movement which is 
so unselfish in its very nature and so hu- 
manitarian in its purpose is destined to be- 
come the common property of the world. 
But it is for the Church to see that it shall 
enjoy this distinction. For the Church to 
fail and America to falter now, and thus 
cause the movement to weaken, would take 
the very heart out of every great movement 
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in the world that is designed to help hu- 
manity. The Church will not fail, America 
will not falter. I venture the prophecy 
that this great movement which has done 
so much for America, and which is fraught 
with such incalculable possibilities for the 
whole world, will some day reach to every 
nook and corner of the whole earth. The 
Church could render no greater service to 
the world and make no finer contribution to 
civilization than to make sure that this 
movement shall reach to the uttermost parts 
of the world and become the common heri- 
tage of all humanity. 


Budget Your Time 


E should budget our time. We should 

apportion it, live with some definite- 
ness of schedule beyond that forced upon 
us for our livelihood. The elements of 
tragedy in a misspent life are not so often 
carousal and criminality as they are trifling 
and aimlessness. Killing time is treated 
as a popular sport, but it is murder in the 
first degree. Let us confess: many of life’s 
duties are taken up only when destiny 
seizes us by the throat and compels us to 
them; we are like prisoners working only 
under the lash or the bayonet-prod of ne- 
cessity. Working under pressure we ac- 
complish more in a day than in a week 
with all pressure of necessity removed. Do 
we think to thank God for the impulsion of 
a regular daily task which like the escape- 
ment of a clock keeps us steadily at our 
job? It is a snare of the minister that he 
so seldom has a definitely-ordered routine 
prescribed to him beyond his Sunday and 
prayer meeting services. He may loaf if 
he will; and if he make a schedule for him- 
self it is likely to be shot full of holes by 
the unscheduled demands that come to him, 
so that his life becomes simply the resultant 
of his interruptions. The only relief will 
be in a budgeting of his time which will be 
not too rigid yet insistent enough to pro- 
vide for an irreducible minimum of neces- 
sary things, with large margins for emer- 
gencies and incalculables.—The Baptist. 


New Year’s Resolutions 


VERY first of January that we arrive 

at is an imaginary milestone in the 
turnpike track of human life, at once a rest- 
ing place for thought and meditation and a 
starting point for fresh exertion in the 
performance of our journey. 


The man who does not at least propose 
to himself to be better this year than he 
was last must be either very good or very 
bad indeed. And only to propose to be 
better is something. If nothing else it is 
an acknowledgment of our need to be so, 
which is the first step toward amendment. 

But, in fact, to propose to one’s self to 
do well is in some sort to do well positively, 
for there is no such thing as a stationary 
point in human endeavors. He who is not 
worse today than he was yesterday is bet- 
ter, and he who is not better is worse.— 
Charles Lamb. 











